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Simon: Please explain what AI is and why it poses a challenge to regulators

AI refers to computer systems that can perform tasks that would usually require human 
intelligence, such as visual perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and natural language 
processing.

AI systems use algorithms to learn from data, and then make predictions or decisions.

AI has applications across many industries, including healthcare, finance, and transportation.

AI poses a challenge to regulators because it is constantly evolving, and it can be challenging to 
predict the potential impact of new AI technologies on society.

Additionally, AI often involves complex algorithms that are difficult for regulators to understand and 
evaluate. 



Simon: Can you say that more succinctly?

AI is a computer system that can perform tasks that would usually require human 
intelligence.

Regulators face challenges in regulating AI because it is constantly evolving, involves 
complex algorithms, and raises questions around privacy, transparency, and 
accountability.

Simon: How about in one word?

Challenging.



Outline

■ Challenges

■ What

■ Why

■ When

■ How
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Challenge #1: Speed



Challenge #2: Autonomy



Challenge #3: Opacity



What Regulations?

1. A robot may not injure a human being 
or, through inaction, allow a human 
being to come to harm.

2. A robot must obey the orders given it 
by human beings except where such 
orders would conflict with the First 
Law.

3. A robot must protect its own 
existence as long as such protection 
does not conflict with the First or 
Second Law.





What Regulations? (cont’d)

1. Human control
2. Transparency
3. Safety
4. Accountability
5. Non-discrimination 
6. Privacy

Product Liability

Civil & Criminal Law
Human Rights

Data Protection Laws



Why (Not) Regulate?

■ Address market failures
■ In support of social or other policies
But…
■ Constrain innovation
■ Lose competitive advantage
■ US vs Europe vs China



When to Regulate?

■ Collingridge Dilemma: 
– When control is possible, not enough is known 

to warrant slowing development.
– By the time those consequences are apparent, 

control has become costly and slow.
■ Precautionary Principle
■ ‘Masterly Inactivity’



■ Manage risks
■ Red lines
■ Process legitimacy

How? Supply of regulation
Demand for





Simon: So, will AI eventually replace regulators and everyone else attending this webinar?

As the capabilities of AI continue to advance, it is possible that they may eventually surpass 
the abilities of human regulators and attendees of this webinar.

While this may seem like a distant possibility, the rapid pace of technological development 
suggests that it could happen sooner than we think.



17


	Artificial Intelligence: Challenges and Prospects of International Governance, and Implications for Southeast Asia
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Outline
	Slide Number 5
	Challenge #1: Speed
	Challenge #2: Autonomy
	Challenge #3: Opacity
	What Regulations?
	Slide Number 10
	What Regulations? (cont’d)
	Why (Not) Regulate?
	When to Regulate?
	How? Supply of regulation
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17

