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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

• Strengthened mutual trust, growing people-to-people ties, and robust economic 
cooperation are principal assets guiding Vietnam - South Korea relations today. 

 
• While bilateral economic cooperation has achieved significant milestones, defence ties 

remain relatively modest.  
 

• Vietnam and South Korea have the leverage to strengthen ties further thanks to the 
comprehensive strategic partnership inked in December 2022. To keep the relationship 
moving forward, Seoul and Hanoi should collaborate closely and develop concrete 
plans for advancing their cooperation under the new framework. 
 

• The two countries should further collaborate in multilateral fora and reframe their 
relationship as middle powers joining hands to forge multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific, 
develop resilient supply chains for their key industries and boost arms transfer and 
naval cooperation. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 
 
 
Vietnam–Korea relations have a long history. Records of early interactions between the two 
peoples date back to the 13th century when Vietnamese Prince Ly Long Tuong of the Ly 
Dynasty migrated to Korea and joined forces with the ruling Goryo Dynasty of Korea to fight 
against two Mongolian invasions.1 From the 16th to the 19th century, Korean and Vietnamese 
envoys exchanged poems during tributary missions to Ming-Qing China.2 During the colonial 
period, patriotic intellectuals and revolutionaries from Korea and Vietnam conducted 
exchanges and published books on the history of their nations “to learn lessons and to enlighten 
their peoples” while sharing “sympathies as enslaved peoples”.3 
 
During the Cold War, Korea and Vietnam were both victims of great-power politics. Korea 
was divided into North and South in 1953, and Vietnam underwent the same fate in 1954, 
shortly after which the Vietnam War began. The Vietnam War was a tragic watershed in the 
relations between the Republic of Korea (ROK) and Vietnam. From 1964 to 1973, South 
Korea—as an American ally—deployed over 300,000 troops to Vietnam to fight alongside the 
US against North Vietnam.4 Hostilities persisted even after the war ended in April 1975. In 
July 1978, diplomats from South Korea, North Korea and Vietnam engaged in trilateral 
negotiations on the release of three South Korean diplomats still detained in Saigon.5 These 
failed, and the issue was only resolved in April 1980.  
 
Despite the lack of official engagements, South Korea’s economic success began to catch 
Vietnam’s attention in the late 1980s. With the launch of the Đổi Mới (Renovation) policy in 
1986, Vietnam became interested in studying the South Korean experience in development. At 
a CPV Central Committee meeting in April 1986, Truong Chinh, then-Chairman of the State 
Council, expressed deep appreciation for South Korea, which, according to him, “became an 
industrialized country despite gaining little FDI inflows”.6 In 1988, the Vietnamese Central 
Institute for Economic Management published a book titled “The South Korean Economy”, 
lauding Seoul’s industrialization model. 
 
On the diplomatic front, the 1988 Seoul Olympics Games facilitated the ROK-Vietnam 
rapprochement by allowing a Vietnamese delegation to conduct unofficial exchanges with their 
South Korean counterparts. Thanks to “Olympics diplomacy” and the visits of Vietnamese 
officials such as Nguyen Xuan Oanh, Chairman of the Economic Office under Ho Chi Minh 
City Party Secretary (Văn phòng Kinh tế của Bí thư Thành ủy),7 and Vu Tuan, Vietnam’s 
Minister of Light Industry, to South Korea from 1987 to 1989, bilateral relations became 
warmer. In 1990, the two countries began full-scale negotiations toward diplomatic 
normalization.  
 
However, Vietnam’s military intervention in Cambodia remained a major hurdle. The then-
South Korean Foreign Minister, Lee Sang-ok, stated that a political settlement of the 
Cambodian issue should be achieved before the normalization of bilateral relations could 
happen.8 Seoul’s concern dissipated after the Paris Peace Agreement on Cambodia was signed 
in 1991. Several subsequent developments were also conducive to the ROK-Vietnam relations.  
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These were the Sino-Vietnamese diplomatic normalization achieved in November 1991, the 
positive progress in US-Vietnam ties,9  and the improved relations between Vietnam and 
ASEAN member states. 10  Vietnam’s diplomatic advancements and economic reforms 
strengthened the ROK’s resolve to normalize ties with Hanoi. 
 
On 22 December 1992, the ROK and Vietnam signed a joint statement to establish full 
diplomatic relations. This important milestone largely aligned with the two countries’ mutual 
economic and geopolitical interests in the post-Cold War era.11 On the part of Vietnam, its 
economic interests and foreign policy of “diversification and multilateralization” served as the 
basis for cultivating ties with Seoul.12 
 
In 2002, the ROK and Vietnam upgraded their relationship to a “comprehensive partnership in 
the 21st century”. They further elevated ties to the level of a “strategic cooperative partnership” 
in 2009. Most recently, the two countries announced the establishment of a comprehensive 
strategic partnership during a visit by Vietnamese President Nguyen Xuan Phuc to Seoul in 
December 2022. 
 
 
THE COMPREHENSIVE FOUNDATION FOR BILATERAL TIES 
 
 
The current relationship between Vietnam and South Korea has been built on a solid foundation 
based on the strengthening of mutual trust, growing people-to-people ties, and robust economic 
cooperation.  
 
Even during the Covid-19 pandemic, Seoul and Hanoi continued their efforts to cultivate 
mutual trust. For example, bilateral parliamentarian cooperation reached a new height, with 
reciprocal visits in 2021 by Park Byeong-seug, Speaker of the ROK’s National Assembly, and 
Vuong Dinh Hue, Chairman of the Vietnamese National Assembly. Their visits resulted in an 
agreement to conduct high-level exchanges by establishing friendship groups of young and 
female parliamentarians.13As of February 2022, the ROK had donated 1.4 million Covid-19 
vaccine doses to Vietnam, while South Korean firms and friendship organizations had 
contributed more than US$20 million to Vietnam’s Covid-19 Vaccine Fund.14 Meanwhile, 
Vietnam’s export of 200 tons of urea, though modest, contributed to South Korea’s efforts to 
deal with China’s urea export restrictions that began in mid-October 2021.15  Vietnamese 
leaders have also held direct talks with Korean firms to exchange views on Vietnam’s 
investment policies, and Vietnamese local authorities have actively extended support to Korean 
firms operating in their localities. 
 
People-to-people ties also enhance the resilience of the bilateral relationship. The Korean 
community in Vietnam comprises more than 7,000 companies and 180,000 expatriates, while 
there are 240,000 Vietnamese living in South Korea. 16  Korean-Vietnamese multicultural 
families are considered “public diplomatic messengers”, who have contributed to the 
strengthening of bilateral ties.17 Hallyu (한류), or the Korean Wave, characterized by the 
promotion of Korean popular culture, has been growing popular in Vietnam, particularly  
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among those in their 20s and 30s.18 Some Korean cultural products, such as TV drama series, 
are well received by Vietnamese audiences.19 Additionally, the influence and popularity of 
Park Hang-seo, the South Korean head coach of the Vietnamese national football team (2018-
2023), have contributed to Vietnamese people’s positive perception of South Korea.20 
 
Robust economic cooperation has served as the backbone of the Vietnam-South Korea 
relationship, with the Vietnam-Korea Free Trade Agreement (VKFTA), which took effect in 
December 2015, playing an important role. As of end-2021, South Korea was Vietnam’s largest 
foreign investor, with the accumulative registered capital reaching US$78.5 billion.21 Korea’s 
investments cover a wide range of economic sectors, ranging from processing and 
manufacturing to real estate, retail and construction.22 With a population of more than 99 
million people and an average GDP growth rate of 5.33 percent in the period 2017-2021, 
Vietnam is an ideal gateway for Korean investors to expand into Southeast Asia, especially the 
Mekong subregion.23 
 
Enhancing economic ties with South Korea helps Vietnam reduce trade dependence on China, 
which is seen by some Vietnamese policymakers as a security issue, given the South China Sea 
dispute between the two countries. South Korea is currently Vietnam’s third-largest export 
market, after America and China, with an export turnover of US$21.95 billion in 2021.24 
Vietnam ran a trade deficit of US$34.25 billion with South Korea in 2022 following the setting 
up of operations there by major Korean firms.25 However, this is not seen as a major issue as 
the majority of Vietnam’s imports from the ROK are production materials and inputs rather 
than consumer goods.26 
 
South Korea’s leading chaebols such as Samsung, SK, LG, Lotte and Hyundai have expanded 
their operations in Vietnam, helping to deepen Seoul’s economic linkage with Hanoi. For 
example, Samsung—Vietnam’s biggest foreign direct investor—has invested US$18 billion in 
Vietnam,27 and has plans to increase the investment to US$20 billion. The trend of South 
Korean companies relocating their manufacturing facilities to Vietnam has accelerated in 
recent years, partly due to their efforts to diversify away from China28 amidst disruptions 
caused by the US-China trade war. Vietnam’s stable economic environment and conducive 
foreign direct investment policies have turned the country into a preferred choice for Korean 
investors.29 
 
Burgeoning bilateral economic ties have also been facilitated by South Korea’s New Southern 
Policy (NSP) – which was launched by former President Moon Jae-in to cultivate the ROK’s 
ties with ASEAN member states and India to reach the same level that the country maintains 
with the US, China, Japan and Russia.30 Vietnam has been hailed as the centrepiece of the 
NSP.31 In the words of former President Moon Jae-in, Korea’s relations with ASEAN are 
“indispensable for our prosperity and peace, and Vietnam is at the center of that relationship”.32 
Some scholars even branded Moon’s NSP as the “New Vietnam Strategy”.33 
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ADDING SUBSTANCE TO THE NEW COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGIC 
PARTNERSHIP  
 
 
With the two countries announcing their comprehensive strategic partnership (CSP) in 
December 2022, South Korea has become the first middle power to have a CSP with Vietnam. 
Previously, Vietnam only had CSPs with three major powers, namely China (2008), Russia 
(2012), and India (2016). The upgrade of the ROK-Vietnam relationship to a CSP shows that 
South Korea is among Vietnam’s most vital partners.  
 
Under the new CSP framework, leaders from both sides have agreed to intensify their 
collaboration in the areas of maritime security, national defence, and the defence industry. 
Since 2012, the two countries have held annual bilateral defence dialogues to foster mutual 
understanding and promote joint actions in addressing common security challenges, such as 
maritime and aviation security, as well as nuclear threats in the Korean peninsula.34 In 2021, 
Seoul and Hanoi vowed to uplift cooperation in maritime security, arms production, and 
defence education and training.35 South Korea helped Vietnam strengthen its naval capabilities 
by transferring two second-hand Pohang-class corvettes to the Vietnam People’s Navy.36 South 
Korean Navy’s destroyers also made three port calls to Da Nang in 2017, 2018 and 2019, and 
participated in communication exercises with the Vietnamese Navy.37 Humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief activities, as well as search and rescue operations, are also noteworthy areas 
of bilateral security cooperation, as stated in the Vietnam-South Korea Joint Vision Statement 
on Defence Cooperation with a vision towards 2030.38  
 
South Korea now ranks third among Vietnam’s top five major arms suppliers (after Russia and 
Israel), accounting for 6.6 percent of Vietnam’s arms imports in the period 2017-2021.39 As 
Vietnam is seeking to reduce its arms dependence on Russia, there is an opportunity for South 
Korea to become a reliable arms partner for Vietnam. At the 10th senior-level defence dialogue 
in September 2022, Seoul and Hanoi also pledged to boost ties in arms industry.40 
 
Among the South Korean defence hardware that Vietnam may be interested in are the KF-21 
supersonic fighter jets which are reportedly “fairly affordable”.41 In seeking potential deals, 
Hanoi could benefit from Seoul’s coordinated policies to support customers through “loans, 
repayment flexibility, outgoing offset packages, technology transfers, investments and 
industrial collaboration in sectors that often go beyond defence”.42 Another relatively easy 
measure for South Korea to step up defence ties with Vietnam is to increase its naval visits to 
Vietnam. Such visits, when conducted frequently, could help promote the ROK’s engagement 
with Vietnamese leaders and local communities while underscoring the bilateral commitment 
to boosting defence cooperation. Seoul should also consider Hanoi’s recent request for another 
corvette transfer,43 a move that will not only help strengthen bilateral naval relations but also 
incentivize Vietnamese defence planners to consider serious arms deals with Seoul in the 
future. 
 
It should be noted that the new CSP framework between Vietnam and South Korea is not 
limited to defence and strategic cooperation only. It also covers cooperation in other fields that  
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are strategically significant for both countries, including in the economic and technological 
domains.44 For example, to navigate global supply chain disruptions, the ROK pledges to work 
with Vietnam to develop the latter’s rare earth mineral industry, while Hanoi looks to deepen 
its cooperation with Seoul on “chip, battery, and auto production”.45  
 
According to South Korean President Yoon Suk-yeol, Vietnam “is a core partnering nation in 
South Korea’s Indo-Pacific strategy and the Korea-ASEAN Solidarity Initiative”.46 President 
Yoon also stated that South Korea would closely collaborate with Vietnam to promote Korea-
ASEAN and Korea-Mekong cooperation.47 With this vision, Hanoi will likely continue to play 
a prominent role in Seoul’s Southeast Asia policy going forward.  
 
However, obstacles also lie ahead for the bilateral relationship. For example, although bilateral 
security and defence ties have been strengthened, they are still modest, while joint activities 
have not been well institutionalized and thus remain infrequent and inconsistent.48 At the same 
time, although South Korea’s defence industry could benefit from Vietnam’s push for military 
modernization and arms diversification, the two countries’ military industrial cooperation 
remains limited.49 
 
Meanwhile, the idea of amplifying defence and maritime exchanges has become prominent in 
bilateral discussions, but neither side has elaborated on any additional steps or details, such as 
the frequency of interactions or topics to be covered, to actualize this vision. Seoul and Hanoi 
should develop concrete plans for advancing their cooperation. 
 
The two countries should also reframe their partnership to better reflect their growing role and 
status, as well as their shared interests, particularly in promoting regional security, stability, 
and a rules-based order. The question is, how should the upgraded relationship be reframed? 
One way for them to do so is to frame their relationship as middle powers joining hands to 
forge multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific. In February 2022, Vietnamese Ambassador to South 
Korea Nguyen Vu Tung stated that Vietnam and South Korea have long promoted 
multilateralism, especially based on the perspective and interests of middle powers, and 
enhanced the vitality of multilateral cooperation mechanisms, including ASEAN.50 The two 
countries should work together to further promote such a joint vision, which will not only help 
strengthen bilateral ties and promote the two countries’ interests, but also contribute to the 
rules-based order and to cooperative multilateralism in the Indo-Pacific region. 
 

 
ENDNOTES 
 

 
1 Kim Se-jeong, “Story of prince bridges Korea, Vietnam,” The Korea Times, 7 July 2021, 
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2021/06/176_138790.html; Phạm Quốc Quân, “Quan hệ 
Việt Nam - Hàn Quốc qua câu chuyện của Hoàng tử Lý Long Tường,” Bảo tàng Lịch sử Quốc gia, 21 
March 2017, https://baotanglichsu.vn/vi/Articles/3096/19816/quan-he-viet-nam-han-quoc-qua-cau-
chuyen-cua-hoang-tu-ly-long-tuong.html  



	

 
 
 
 

 
8 

No. 4 ISSUE: 2023 
ISSN 2335-6677 

 
2 Nguyen Thi My Hanh, “Tributary Activities of Vietnam and Korea with China: Similarities and 
Differences,” International Journal of Korean History, Vol. 26, No. 1, 2021, pp. 117-143.  
3 Park Joon-woo, “Korea and Vietnam: The Bilateral Relationship,” Walter H. Shorenstein Asia-
Pacific Research Center, Keynote speech at the 4th Annual Koret Conference on Korea and Vietnam: 
The National experiences and foreign Policies of Middle Powers, 2 March 2012, 
https://aparc.fsi.stanford.edu/multimedia/korea-and-vietnam-bilateral-relationship-0  
4 Frank Baldwin, “America’s rented troops: South Koreans in Vietnam,” Bulletin of Concerned Asian 
Scholars, Vol. 7, No. 4, 1975, p. 34. 
5 Vũ Khoan, “Việt Nam - Hàn Quốc: Từ cựu thù thành đối tác chiến lược,” Tuổi Trẻ Online, 
22/12/2017, https://tuoitre.vn/viet-nam-han-quoc-tu-cuu-thu-thanh-doi-tac-chien-luoc-
20171222101703533.htm  
6 Lee Han Woo, Bùi Thế Cường, Việt Nam – Hàn Quốc: Một phần tư thế kỷ chia sẻ cùng phát triển 
(Ho Chi Minh City National University Publishing House, 2015), pp. 16-17. 
7 Người Đô thị, “Võ Văn Kiệt - Thời gian & Con người,” 06/06/2018, https://nguoidothi.net.vn/vo-
van-kiet-thoi-gian-con-nguoi-14001.html  
8 Lee Han Woo, “Road to Normalization between South Korea and Vietnam: Factors and Policy-
making Process,” VNU Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities, Vol. 6, No. 2, 2020, p. 167. 
9 In an official meeting with Vietnamese officials in April 1991, South Korea’s Foreign Minister Lee 
Sang-ok asserted that the ROK had to consider the US’ views on Vietnam before establishing official 
relations with the country. In the words of Vu Khoan, then-Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs, the 
upswing in Vietnam’s relations with China and the US was significant as it encouraged South Korea 
to normalize relations with Vietnam. See, Vũ Khoan, “Việt Nam - Hàn Quốc: Từ cựu thù thành đối 
tác chiến lược,” Tuổi Trẻ Online, 22 December 2017, https://tuoitre.vn/viet-nam-han-quoc-tu-cuu-thu-
thanh-doi-tac-chien-luoc-20171222101703533.htm  
10 See Frank Frost, “Cambodia’s Troubled Path to Recovery,” Parliamentary Library of Australia, 
Research Paper 34 1995-96, 
https://www.aph.gov.au/About_Parliament/Parliamentary_departments/Parliamentary_Library/pubs/r
p/RP9596/96rp34  
11 Lee Han Woo, “Road to Normalization between South Korea and Vietnam”, p. 160. 
12 VCP’s Resolution No. 13 in May 1988 stated that Vietnam should secure “strong economy, 
sufficient national defence capability, and expanded international relations” to maintain its 
independence and build socialism. At the 7th Congress in 1991, the Party reaffirmed the spirit of 
Vietnam’s foreign policy: “Vietnam wants to be friends with all countries in the world community, 
striving for peace, independence and development.” See, Nguyễn Cơ Thạch, “Những chuyển biến 
mới trên thế giới và tư duy mới của chúng ta,” Quan hệ quốc tế, Vol. 1, January 1990, pp. 2-7; The 
Communist Party of Vietnam, Documents of the 7th National Congress, (National Political Publishing 
House, Hanoi, 1991), p. 147. 
13 Vietnam News, “Việt Nam and RoK vow to deepen parliamentary cooperation,” 14 November 
2021, https://vietnamnews.vn/politics-laws/1106346/viet-nam-and-rok-vow-to-deepen-parliamentary-
cooperation.html  
14 Minh Vu, “Moon Jae-in expects to elevate South Korea-Vietnam relations,” Hanoi Times, 9 
February 2022, http://hanoitimes.vn/moon-jae-in-expects-to-elevate-south-korea-vietnam-relations-
319946.html  
15 Yonhap News Agency, “S. Korea to import 200 tons of urea from Vietnam amid supply shortage,” 
8 November 2021, https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20211108005500320  
16 Minh Vu, “Vietnam central to South Korea’s New Southern Policy: Chung Eui-yong,” Hanoi 
Times, 29 April 2021, http://hanoitimes.vn/vietnam-central-to-south-koreas-new-southern-policy-
chung-eui-yong-317170.html; Vy Anh, “Quan hệ đối tác hợp tác chiến lược Việt Nam-Hàn Quốc: 
Những bước phát triển mạnh mẽ,” Báo Thế giới và Việt Nam, 7 February 2022, 
https://baoquocte.vn/quan-he-doi-tac-hop-tac-chien-luoc-viet-nam-han-quoc-nhung-buoc-phat-trien-
manh-me-173227.html  



	

 
 
 
 

 
9 

No. 4 ISSUE: 2023 
ISSN 2335-6677 

 
17 Kim Hyun-jae, “Milestone for South Korea-Vietnam relations,” The Korea Times, 26 September 
2018, https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/opinion/2018/09/197_256017.html  
18 Pham Quang Minh, “Vietnam catches the Korean wave,” East Asia Forum, 19 February 2015, 
https://www.eastasiaforum.org/2015/02/19/vietnam-catches-the-korean-wave/  
19 Dang Thi Thu Huong, “Hallyu and its effect on young Vietnamese,” The Korea Herald, 30 March 
2010, http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20090603000057  
20 Minh Vu, “Vietnamese President meets head coach Park Hang-seo,” Hanoi Times, 8 February 
2022, http://hanoitimes.vn/vietnam-president-meets-head-coach-park-hang-seo-319941.html  
21 Jung Suk-yee, “Vietnam Emerges as Korea's 3rd-largest Trading Partner,” Business Korea, 22 
December 2022, http://www.businesskorea.co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=106461  
22 Thi Uyên, “Bộ trưởng Ngoại giao Bùi Thanh Sơn thăm chính thức Hàn Quốc,” VOV, 9 February 
2022, https://vov.vn/chinh-tri/bo-truong-ngoai-giao-bui-thanh-son-tham-chinh-thuc-han-quoc-
post923076.vov  
23 Choe Nam-suk, “South Korea-Vietnam relations, a link to promote relations between S. Korea and 
ASEAN and the Mekong subregions,” Korea IT Times, 23 December 2019, 
http://www.koreaittimes.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=94238  
24 Thế Hoàng, “Những thị trường xuất khẩu chủ lực của hàng Việt trong năm 2022,” Báo Đầu tư, 10 
February 2022, https://baodautu.vn/nhung-thi-truong-xuat-khau-chu-luc-cua-hang-viet-trong-nam-
2022-d160462.html  
25 Thuy Dung, “Viet Nam becomes source of largest trade surplus for South Korea,” Vietnam’s 
Government News, 5 January 2023, https://en.baochinhphu.vn/viet-nam-becomes-source-of-largest-
trade-surplus-for-south-korea-111230105104950075.htm  
26 Khoi Nguyen, “New trade to boost Korean interests,” Vietnam Investment Review, 22 February 
2022, https://vir.com.vn/new-trade-to-boost-korean-interests-91547.html 
27 Hoai Thu, “Samsung to increase Vietnam investment to $20B,” VnExpress, 6 December 2022, 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/companies/samsung-to-increase-vietnam-investment-to-20b-
4544922.html  
28 Keun Lee, “China’s loss can be the rest of Asia’s gain,” The Japan Times, 22 October 2021, 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/opinion/2021/10/22/commentary/world-commentary/chinas-loss-asias-
gain/; Heejin Kim, “China sees an exodus of South Korean giants as relations wane,” The Japan 
Times, 9 June 2022, https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/06/09/business/south-korea-firms-exit-
china/  
29 See, Duy Anh, “Vietnam removes bottlenecks to attract major foreign investors,” VietNamNet, 7 
September 2022, https://vietnamnet.vn/en/vietnam-removes-bottlenecks-to-attract-major-foreign-
investors-2056839.html  
30 Presidential Committee on New Southern Policy, “The New Southern Policy is,“ 
https://dkiapcss.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Republic_of_Korea-
New_Southern_Policy_Information_Booklet.pdf  
31 Moe Thuzar, “The New Southern Policy Plus: What’s New and What’s Next?”, World Economy 
Forum, 19 March 2021, Vol. 11, No. 12, p. 2. 
32 Joel Lee, “[Contribution] Vietnamese top parliamentarian’s Korea visit heralds bright bilateral 
partnership,” The Korea Herald, 3 December 2018, 
http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20181203000785  
33 Chiew-Ping Hoo, “A View from Southeast Asia on South Korea,” The Asan Forum, 30 April 2019, 
http://www.theasanforum.org/a-view-from-southeast-asia-on-south-korea/ 
34 Yonhap News Agency, “S. Korea, Vietnam hold annual strategic defense dialogue,” 5 September 
2022, https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220905008800325  
35 Yonhap News Agency, “S. Korea, Vietnam vow to boost defense ties during vice-ministerial talks,” 
16 September 2021, https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20210916009300325 



	

 
 
 
 

 
10 

No. 4 ISSUE: 2023 
ISSN 2335-6677 

 
36 Anh Sơn, “Báo Hàn Quốc: tàu săn ngầm vừa giao Việt Nam tương đương tàu mới,” Thanh Niên, 10 
October 2018, https://thanhnien.vn/bao-han-quoc-tau-san-ngam-vua-giao-viet-nam-tuong-duong-tau-
moi-post797659.html  
37 Linh Bui, “South Korean naval vessels starts visiting Da Nang,” Public Security News, 20 
September 2017, https://en.cand.com.vn/politics/South-Korean-naval-vessels-starts-visiting-Da-Nang-
i448029/; Da Nang Today, “South Korean naval destroyer arrives in city,” 11 September 2018, 
https://baodanang.vn/english/politics/201809/south-korean-naval-destroyer-arrives-in-city-3112513/; 
Da Nang Today, “South Korean naval ships visit the city,” 9 September 2019, 
https://baodanang.vn/english/politics/201909/south-korean-naval-ships-visit-the-city-3252930/  
38 Duong Tam, “Vietnam, South Korea to strengthen military ties,” VnExpress, 4 June 2018, 
https://e.vnexpress.net/news/news/vietnam-south-korea-to-strengthen-military-ties-3758850.html 
39 Pieter D. Wezeman, Alexandra Kuimova and Siemon T. Wezeman, “Trends in International Arms 
Transfers, 2021,” SIPRI, March 2022, p. 6. 
40 Yonhap News Agency, “S. Korea, Vietnam hold annual strategic defense dialogue,” 5 September 
2022, https://en.yna.co.kr/view/AEN20220905008800325  
41 Radio Free Asia, “Vietnam-ROK partnership may spur S. Korean investment and arms sales,” 6 
December 2022, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/vietnam-rok-partnership-
12062022020536.html  
42 Gabriel Dominguez, “Massive arms deals highlight South Korea’s growing defense industry,” The 
Japan Times, 28 July 2022, https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2022/07/28/asia-pacific/south-korea-
weapons-exports-2/  
43 Vinh Tho and Tran Phuong, “Vietnam, S.Korea keen on boosting defense cooperation,” Tuoi Tre 
News, 6 September 2022, https://tuoitrenews.vn/news/politics/20220906/vietnam-skorea-keen-on-
boosting-defense-cooperation/68942.html  
44 KBS World, “S. Korea, Vietnam Upgrade Ties to Comprehensive Strategic Partnership,” 6 
December 2022, https://world.kbs.co.kr/service/news_view.htm?lang=e&Seq_Code=174283  
45 Choi Si-young, “South Korea elevates relations with Vietnam amid efforts to boost trade,” The 
Korea Herald, 5 December 2022, https://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20221205000613  
46 Yosuke Onchi, “South Korea's Yoon draws closer to ASEAN, keeping distance from China,” 
Nikkei Asia, 6 December 2022, https://asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/South-Korea-s-
Yoon-draws-closer-to-ASEAN-keeping-distance-from-China  
47 Nam Hyun-woo, “Korea, Vietnam elevate ties to comprehensive, strategic partnership,” The Korea 
Times, 5 December 2022, https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/nation/2022/12/113_341172.html  
48 Kathryn Botto, “South Korea Beyond Northeast Asia: How Seoul Is Deepening Ties With India and 
ASEAN,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 19 October 2021, 
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/10/19/south-korea-beyond-northeast-asia-how-seoul-is-
deepening-ties-with-india-and-asean-pub-85572 
49 Radio Free Asia, “Vietnam-ROK partnership may spur S. Korean investment and arms sales,” 6 
December 2022, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/vietnam-rok-partnership-
12062022020536.html 
50 Trần Thường, “Việt Nam - Hàn Quốc dự kiến sẽ nâng cấp quan hệ song phương,” VietNamNet, 9 
February 2022, https://vietnamnet.vn/vn/thoi-su/chinh-tri/viet-nam-han-quoc-du-kien-se-nang-cap-
quan-he-song-phuong-814160.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

 
 
 
 

 
11 

No. 4 ISSUE: 2023 
ISSN 2335-6677 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
 
 
 

ISEAS Perspective is 
published electronically by: 
ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute 
 
30 Heng Mui Keng Terrace 
Singapore 119614 
Main Tel: (65) 6778 0955 
Main Fax: (65) 6778 1735 
 
Get Involved with ISEAS. 
Please click here: 
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/sup
port/get-involved-with-iseas/ 

ISEAS - Yusof Ishak 
Institute accepts no 
responsibility for facts 
presented and views 
expressed.  
 
Responsibility rests 
exclusively with the 
individual author or authors. 
No part of this publication 
may be reproduced in any 
form without permission.  
 
© Copyright is held by the 
author or authors of each 
article. 

Editorial Chairman: Choi Shing 
Kwok 
 
Editorial Advisor: Tan Chin 
Tiong 
 
Editorial Committee: Terence 
Chong, Cassey Lee, Norshahril 
Saat, and Hoang Thi Ha 
 
Managing Editor: Ooi Kee Beng 
 
Editors: William Choong, Lee 
Poh Onn, Lee Sue-Ann, and Ng 
Kah Meng 
 
Comments are welcome and 
may be sent to the author(s). 

 
 

  

 


