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Excellencies 

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen 

 

Good morning to all. 

 

On behalf of the ASEAN Studies Centre, I warmly welcome you to the 23rd ASEAN 

Lecture. We are honoured to have H.E. Prak Sokhonn, Deputy Prime Minister and 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, to deliver this morning’s 

Lecture on the Kingdom of Cambodia’s ASEAN Chairmanship this year under its 

chosen theme “ASEAN ACT: Addressing Challenges Together”.  

 

The ASEAN Lecture series is a key platform for incoming ASEAN Chairs to share their 

Chairmanship’s priorities and deliverables. This year, we are delighted to hear from 

Cambodia on its theme to address the increasing volatilities in the region and the 

disruptions arising from the pandemic caused by the COVID-19 virus and its variants.  

 

The challenges faced by ASEAN these past two years are really unprecedented. Apart 

from tackling global issues such as climate change, cyber-attacks, and supply chain 

disruptions, ASEAN has also faced geopolitical competition in the region among major 

powers, as well as to having to deal with developments in the South China Sea.  
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Last year, ASEAN was further put to the test by the developments in Myanmar. For 

2022, Cambodia has the important task of continuing to encourage Myanmar to 

implement the Five-Point Consensus of ASEAN to achieve a peaceful and durable 

solution to the crisis, while maintaining the unity and cohesion within ASEAN itself. To 

this end, I would like to congratulate and wish Minister Prak Sokhonn all the best in 

his appointment as the Special Envoy of the ASEAN Chair on Myanmar this year. It 

will be a challenging and tough assignment.  

 

With the challenges, the role of the ASEAN Chair has become more critical than ever. 

That is probably why Cambodia has set out to strengthen ASEAN Centrality and unity 

as reflected in its theme of bolstering ASEAN’s spirit of “togetherness” to overcome 

challenges facing the region, through an action-oriented approach based on mutual 

respect, openness and trust.  

 

Cambodia is also expected to steer ASEAN’s collective efforts towards its Community 

Vision 2025, while starting work on the Post-2025 Vision and its roadmap. Cambodia 

will take forward the myriad of initiatives adopted during the Brunei’s Chairmanship 

last year, as well as those from the Viet Nam’s Chairmanship year, such as the ASEAN 

Comprehensive Recovery Framework and its Implementation Plan to build back better 

after the pandemic.  

 

Notwithstanding the threat of the Omicron Variant, the region is also looking forward 

to the early operationalisation of the ASEAN Travel Corridor Arrangement Framework 

to revive regional connectivity, tourism and economic growth, as well as the expected 

boost that the entry into force of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

just a few days ago will bring to the region’s recovery.  

 

During the handover ceremony of the ASEAN Chairmanship, Prime Minister Hun Sen 

had also emphasised the importance of strengthening people-to-people ties to further 

bolster ASEAN’s identity. He highlighted Cambodia’s resolve to strengthen the 

capacity of MSMEs, development of human resources, and to promote a greater role 

for women and youth in entrepreneurship and peace building.  
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With these snippets to whet our appetites, I look forward to hearing from Minister Prak 

Sokhonn on Cambodia’s theme and initiatives to further promote an equitable, strong 

and inclusive ASEAN under its Chairmanship.  

 

Before I give the floor to our distinguished speaker, please allow me to briefly introduce 

him.  

 

H.E. Prak Sokhonn has been Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

and International Cooperation of the Kingdom of Cambodia since 2016 and the 

Chairman of the National Coordination Committee for the United Nations Peace 

Keeping Operations Mission of the Kingdom of Cambodia since 2005. 

 

He also served in numerous other senior positions in the Royal Government of 

Cambodia. He was an Advisor to the Prime Minister (1993-2013), Secretary of State 

of the Office of Council of Ministers (2004-2013) and Minister Attached to the Prime 

Minister (2009-2013).  

 

He has also served as Cambodia’s Ambassador to France, Belgium, Holland, Austria, 

Denmark, Sweden, Finland, the EU and the UN Office in Geneva, from 1999 to 2002. 

 

I now turn the floor to him. Minister, please. 

 

 

 


