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HRH Prince Norodom Sihanouk graciously accepting from the Director a plaque commemorating the Prince's visit 
to the Institute on 16 February 1984. 
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Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
Annual Report 

INTRODUCTION 

The Institute's activities and scope have grown steadily over the 
years to reach a stage where the Institute is increasingly accepted 
as a major regional and international research centre for scholars 
and other specialists concerned with modern Southeast Asia 
especially its many-faceted problems of development and stability: 
and political and social change. Almost every Southeast Asian 
country is now reflected in the composition of the Institute's 
professional staff, whilst its fellows and associates come from as 
far as Canada, United States of America, Japan, New Zealand. 
Australia, Germany, France, Britain, and Sweden. Concomitantly, 
its library too is developing into one of the largest specialist 
repos itories of research material.s on Southeast Asia. The 
Institute's publications and seminar programmes have also kept 
pace w ith its expanding research horizon and resources. The 
Inst itute has thus been able to disseminate widely its research 
find ings as wel l as stimu late worthwhile and meaningful 
discussion and interaction amongst its researchers themselves and 
between them and the community at large. These developments, 
together with some of the forthcoming plans of the Institute, are 
discussed more fu l ly in the Report that follows. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Institute is governed by a twenty-two member Board of 
Trustees on which are represented the National University of 
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Singapore, appointees from the Singapore Government, as well as 
representatives from a broad range of professional and civic 
organizations and groups. The Chairman is Mr Justice A.P. Rajah , 
and the Deputy Chairman, Mr Lee Hee Seng. 

The Board met several times during the year. It also underwent 
a change in its composition in that one of its members, Mr 
Yoshinobu Yumoto. was replaced by Mr Toshiya Oimatsu when the 
former left Singapore on transfer. Mr Oimatsu is the General 
Manager of the Bank of Tokyo Ltd . The Institute welcomes Mr 
Oimatsu's appointment and looks forward to his support of its 
activities. 

As in previous years, several committees functioned in close 
liaison with the Board, assisting it and the Institute in a variety of 
ways in the formulation and implementation of the Board's policies 
for the Institute's activities and programmes. The Executive 
Committee, under the chairmanship of the Institute 's Director, 
oversaw the day-to -day operations of the Institute, whilst the 
Investment Committee. under the chairmanship of Mr Justice A.P. 
Rajah , managed the investment of the Institute's Endowment Fund 
deposits. The Fund-Raising Committee, under the chairmanship of 
Mr Lee Hee Seng, met regularly to discuss plans to raise more 
money for the Institute's Endowment Fund. The Audit Committee 
recommended the selection of auditors. It also reviewed the scope 
and result of the audit. as well as examined the adequacy of the 
Institute 's accounting, financial . and operating controls. 

A Jist of the members of the Board of Trustees and the various 
committees is provided in Appendices 1 and 11. 
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Members of the Regional Advisory Council on their tour of the Library on the occasion of the inaugural meeting of the 
Council on 8 July 1983. 
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REGIONAL ADVISORY COUNCIL 

The Institute is pleased to record that its plans to establish a 
Regional Advisory Council were finalized last year. and that the 
following accepted invitations to be members of the Council : Mr 
Edgardo Anggara . President, University of the Philippines, Manila 
(Professor of Law); Royal Professor Ungku Aziz, Vice-Chancellor, 
University of Malaya, Kuala Lumpur (Professor of Economics); 
Professor Harsja Bachtiar. Former Advisor to the Minister of 
Educat ion, Indones ia , and Dean. Faculty of Letters. University of 
Indonesia, Jakarta (Professor of Sociology); Professor Lim Pin, Vice
Chancellor. National University of Singapore (Professor of 
Medicine); Professor Kasem Suwanakul, Rector, Chulalongkorn 
University, Bangkok, and Former M inister for University Affairs, 
Thail and (Professor of Poli t ics); and Professor Wang Gungwu, 
Former Director of the Research School of Pacific Studies. 
Australian National Un iversity, Canberra (Professor of Far Eastern 
History). 

The Counc il is not intended to have any administrative 
responsibilities or a policy role, but would instead - through 
informal discussions and an annual meeting - suggest ways and 
means of how the work of the Institute cou ld be further improved, 
particularly in terms of more effective links with universities in 
the region and elsewhere. Here. as amply demonstrated at the 
inaugural meet ing of the Council on 8 July 1983, the experience 
and expertise of these sen ior academ ics would be of immeasurable 
value to the Institute. For instance, in addition to the various 
practical and useful suggestions made at the meeting of the 
Council itself. each member undertook to brief his un iversity and 
other co lleagues on the Institute and its status. with the view to 
better acquaint them with its resources and possibilities for mutual 
benefit. 

STAFF 

The professional staff of the Institute consists of its research 
personne l, and members of the Library, Cent ral Administration , and 
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Publications Units. As in the past. and in keeping with the 
Institute 's practice of injecting new blood and ideas into its 
functioning, there were several changes in the composition of the 
staff during the year . 

Among those who left were Dr Huynh Kim Khanh, Senior 
Fellow. who joined the Institute of Social Studies. The Hague. and 
Mr V. R. Grosse. the Executive Secretary, who retired in August 
1983. 

Mr Grosse was succeeded by Mrs Y. L. Lee. while Dr Augustin 
Kintanar. Jr .. joined the Institute as Co-ordinator/ Head of its 
ASEAN Economic Research Unit (AERU). Others who joined the 
Institute were Ms Yasmin Hussain and Mr Kenneth James as 
Research Associates. 

A list of the Institute's regular staff is given in Appendix Ill, which 
also lists other research personnel involved in the activities of 
AERU. the Southeast Asian Studies Program (SEASP). the 
Regional Strategic Studies Programme (RSSP). and the Southeast 
Asian Cultural Research Programme (SEACURP). the details of 
which are given in the Regional Programmes section of the Report. 

Their normal responsibilities notwithstanding, the staff 
cont inued to play active roles in various professional programmes 
and meetings. Dr Sharon Siddique. Senior Fellow. presented 
papers at the seminar on "Third World Urbanization and the 
Household Economy" in Penang on 27 -29 June 1983. and that on 

" Islam and Publi c Life in Asia" at Airlie House. Virginia , USA. on 
25 -28 March 1984, whilst Dr Lim Hua Sing, Fellow. attended the 
workshop on "Japanese Studies in ASEAN " at Pattaya, Thailand, 

on 14-15 January 1984, and his col league. Mr Lim Joo-Jock , that 
on "The Emerging Pacific Community" at Washington, D.C .. on 
24-26 October 1983. 

The Director of ISEAS was present at the meeting of the 
Committee on " Teaching and Research Fellowship Awards for 
ASEAN Scholars" in Bangkok on 29 -30 October 1983, and at that 
of the International Institute for Strategic Studies· Advisory 
Committee in London on 23-24 February 1984. He also 
participated in the conferences on " Growth Market Southeast 
Asia " and "United States -Japan -Southeast Asian Relations " in 



Munich and Maui, Hawaii, on 19-21 October 1983, and 14-17 

December 1 983 respectively. 
Finally, Mrs T. Ong, Managing Editor, attended the Conference 

of the International Association of Scholarly Publishers, held in 
London on 20-21 October 1983, whilst the Librarian, Mrs Patricia 
Lim Pui Huen, continued to be Chairman of the joint Library 
Associations of Ma lays ia and Singapore's Sub-Committee on 
Microforms. She also represented the Institute on the Library 
Association of Singapore's Committee on Bibliographical and 

Library Co-operation. 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 

The Institute administers a number of fellowships which are 
awarded for periods of time, generally ranging from three months 
to a year. These fellowships are quite distinct from the research 
staff appointments at the Institute in that unlike the research staff, 
who, in addition to conducting their own research, assist the 
Institute in the initiation and imp lementation of its various 
professional programmes and activities, the research fel lows do not 
have any responsibi l ities at the Institute other than their own 
independent. planned research and writing . These fellowships are, 
therefore, all the more appealing, and represent a significant 
contribution to the development of scholarship on and in the region . 

ISEAS Research Fellowships 

The Institute has been making a number of awards each year under 
this programme almost from its very inception. These awards are 
particularly suitable for academics and others who are at the tail
end of their research projects, and who are looking for appropriate 
facilities for the writing-up of their final manuscripts for possible 
publication as articles or monographs and books. Here, though not 
exclusively, preference is given to scholars of Southeast Asian 
origin with Ph. D. degree or equivalent professional qualifications, 
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and who have well thought-out plans to complete t heir 
p roposed tasks in the time available . Even then, these 
f e llowships are beginning to be highly competitive, especially when 
t hey are accompanied with an offer of relative ly inexpensive 

accommodation. 
A ll the Southeast Asian countries, wit h the exception of Brunei, 

were represented among the successful candidates for these 
awards during 1983/ 84. The Institute looks forward to receiving its 
f irst fellow from Brunei . hopefully not in the too distant future. In 
the meantime, it is pleased to note that in the list of the year's 
fellows are a scholar each from Nepal (Dr Basu D. Sharma) and 
India (Dr V. Setty Pendakur), with the rest - Southeast Asians 
being: Dr Florian Alburo (Phil ippines); Dr Robert Chia Kay Guan 
(Malaysia); Mr Abdullah Dahana (Indonesia); Dr Suntaree Kam in 
(Thailand); Dr Mong Hay Lao (Kampuchea); Mr S. N. Masuri 
(Singapore); Mrs Netnapis Nakavachara (Thailand); Dr Nazaruddin 
Sjamsuddin (Indonesia); Mr Thai Quang Trung (Vietnam); Mr Tin 
Maung Maung Than (Burma); and Dr Pushpathavi Thambipi llai 
(Malaysia). 

Further details of these fellows, together with the titles of their 
research projects, are provided in Append ix IV. 

Research Fellowships in Australian-Southeast Asian Relations 

Another regular feature of the Institute 's Fellowships Programme is 
t he Research Fellowships in Australian -Southeast Asian Relations . 
These fellowships are supported through an annua l grant to the 
Institute from the Federa l Government of Australia, and enable the 
awardees to work on any appropriate topic relating to Australian
Southeast Asian relations. 

Depending on the quantum of support sought by qualified 
applicants, and the duration of their projects, it is possib le to make 
more than one award in any one year in t his scheme. 

As in 1982/ 83, two applicants made the short list of cand idates 
th is year . One award has been fina lized and the other will be 
decided shortly. The successfu l fellow is Mr G. L. Lockhart of the 
University of Sydney. He will be working on "The Origins of the 



People 's Army of Vietnam ". In the meantime, one of the previous 
year's fellows, Mr Juan Heen Hoe, completed the first draft of his 
study on " Foreign Exchange Aspects of ASEAN Capital Markets" 
and returned to Australia on 25 February 1984. He is currently 
revisi ng his manuscript, with the assistance of Professors Heinz 
Arndt and John Hewson, with the view to its eventua l publication 
by the Institute as a monograph. 

Research Fellowships in ASEAN Affairs 

Inaugu rated in 1977, these fellowships are funded by the New 
Zea land Govern ment. They are made available on a rotational basis 
to applicants who are nationals of ASEAN countries, and who wish 
to work on developmental and assoc iated problems of and in 
ASEAN. The two recipients of the awards during 1 983 / 84 were 
Mr Ahmad D. Habir of lndor,esia and Dr Sieh-Lee Mei Ling of 
Ma laysia. The focus of Mr Habir's study is "Management 
Development in ASEAN: An Indonesian Perspective" and that of 
Dr Sieh-Lee, "Malaysian Cases in International Marketing". 

I SEAS / ASEAN Economic Research Fellowships 

These fe llowships are also specifica ll y mea nt for work on ASEAN 
by nationals of ASEAN , but with pa"rticular reference to food and 
energy problems, and resources and rural development. They are 
supported by a grant from the Un ited States Agency for 
International Deve lopment (USAID) and allow for up to five awards 
to be made ~n any one year, with the cand idates being nominated 
by the respective ASEAN countr ies on the understanding that, 
irrespective of the number of nom inations made, only one award 
would be available per country. 

Two fellowships were awarded during the year- to Dr Sukanto 
Reksohadiprodjo of Indonesia, and Dr Francisco Aclan from the 
Phili~pines . Dr Sukanto plans to work on "ASEAN 's Non
Renewable Resources : Possibilities for Regional Co-operation", and 
Dr Aclan on "Appropriate Farm Techno logies in the ASEAN 
Region ". 
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Stiftung Volkswagenwerk Research Fellowship in Southeast 
Asian Studies 

Funded by the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk of the Federal Republic of 
Germany, this fe llowship aims at encouraging Southeast Asian 
scholars to study problems of Rural Development and 
Modernization, the Dynamics and Ramifications of Urbanization 
and City Life, and the Nature of Foreign Investment and its role in 
Southeast Asia. 

The award for 1983 / 84 was made to Dr Wan Hashim bin Wan 
Teh of the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia to work on 'Traditiona l 
Industries in Malaysia". 

Stiftung Volkswagenwerk Southeast Asian Fellowships for 
German Scholars 

The Stiftung Volkswagenwerk is also responsible for the funding of 
these fellowships, but in this case the awards are limited to 
German scholars who are citizens or permanent residents of the 
Federal Republic of Germany and who have an interest in learning 
more about Southeast Asia. Though preference is given to 
ca ndidates with Ph.D . or equivalent qualifications, those who have 
at least a Master's degree in one of the disciplines of the Social 
Sciences or Humanities are also eligible to apply. 

The number of awards made in any one year varies, depending 
on the quality of applications received and the amount of financial 
support required by the successfu l individual candidates. Generally, 
however, two awards are made each year. 

In 1983/ 84, the awards were made to Dr Arno Wohlgemuth of 
the Free University of Berlin and Dr Jurgen Steiger of 
Heidelberg . Dr Steiger's proposed research is on " Renewable 
Energy Resources in ASEAN ", and that of Dr Wohlgemuth on 
" Modern Trends in the Conflict of Laws of the ASEAN Member 
States. " 

While at the Institute, Dr Wohlgemuth also hopes to complete a 
monograph on " Burmese Legal Pluralism : Buddhist Laws and 
Anglo-Indian Codes Under a Socialist Constitution" - a topic 
on which he has been working for some time now. 



Distinguished Fellowship in International Banking and Finance 

Supported by an endowment by the Singapore financier and 
entrepreneur, Mr Khoo Teck Puat, this fellowship provides an 
avenue for established scholars, influential senior international 
banking and finance personneL and other similarly qualified 
individuals to come to the Institute for periods of time to research, 
reflect and write. It is hoped that in addition to the publications 
resulting from the research, the ir presence wil l allow Singaporeans 
and other Southeast Asians, especia lly the younger academics, 
executives, and civil servants, to have the benefit of first-hand 
contact with and exposure to individuals in the forefront of 
knowledge in international banking and finance. Accordingly, this 
fellowship is open to competition world-wide, with the aim of 
attracting candidates of the desired ca libre. Likewise, the area of 
research and study of the successfu l candidate can be any topic 
within the genera l field of international banking and finance . 

The first award under this fellowship was made during the year 
to Dr Ralph Bryant a Senior Fellow at The Brookings Institution, 
Washington, D.C. , who took up the fellowship in June 1983. 

Dr Bryant is planning a book- length study of "International 
Banking and its Regulation", which on its comp letion may be jointly 
published by the Institute and the Brookings Institution. 

Fulbright-Hays Research Grants 

There are two grants each year under this scheme, funded by the 
American Council for International Exchange of Scholars. Each 
grant approximately three to six months in duration, is open to all 
American scho lars who possess Ph. D. qualifications and are 
interested in pursuing comparative research on any suitable top ic 
relating to Southeast Asia within the fields of the Social Sciences 
and Humanities. All those interested should send their applications 
direct to the Council's address in Washington, D.C. 

The two awards for 1983/ 84 went to Dr Hanna Papanek of the 
Center for Asian Development Studies, Boston University, and Dr 
Raj Aggarwal from the Depa rtment of Finance, The University of 
Toledo, Ohio. 
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Dr Hanna Papanek will be utilizing her grant to make a 
comparative study of factors in female education and labour force 
participation and their effects on income distribution and class in 
Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia. Dr Aggarwal will make an 
assessment of the managerial and operating characteristics of 
Third World multinational corporations (MNCs). as contrasted wi th 
the MNCs based in the United States. 

Leverhulme Fellowships in Southeast Asian Studies 

The Leverhulme Trust has made funds available to the British 
Academy for the provision of up to two annual fellowships in 
Southeast Asian Studies. The fe llowships are held in association 
with the British Institute in South-East Asia based in Singapore, 
and are tenable for research in Burma, Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Macau, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Singapore, 
and Thailand. As considered appropriate, either or both the 
Leverhulme fellows may be affiliated with I SEAS. Though affi liated 
with ISEAS, these fellows are free to t ravel and conduct their 
research as considered necessary. 

As with other fellowships at the Institute, preference for the 
Leverhulme fellowships is given to applicants wishing to conduct 
research at the post-doctora l (or equiva lent) level in modern 
studies, such as the socia l and economic development and more 
recent history of the countries concerned. Knowledge of at least 
one local language is normally a requirement. 

VISITING FELLOWSHIPS AND ASSOCIATESHIPS 

The Institute's programme of Visiting Fellowships and 
Associateships is designed to facilitate the work of foreign scholars 
and Southeast Asians interested in the region, and who may want 
to use the Institute as a congenia l base for their research or who 
may want to spend all or part of their sabbaticals at it. The Visiting 
Fellowships and Associateships do not carry any direct financial 
assistance, but allow the fellows and associates to share in the 



community life of the Institute, as well as access to library and other 
facilities, including office space. 

Interest in being affiliated with the Institute as a Visiting Fellow 
or Associate is increasing, as shown by the growing number of 
queries received for such association each year from within and 
outside the region. The Institute on its part welcomes visitors. 
Indeed, it has expanded its office area and other amenities to 
accommodate more visitors. 

A list of all Visiting Fellows and Associates at the Institute during 
the year is given in Appendix IV. 

RESEARCH 

The research activities of the Institute have quite naturally grown 
with the widening horizon and composition of the Institute 's staff 
and fellows, thereby enabling the Institute to further strengthen its 
status as a major research institution, particularly with regard to 
studies on ASEAN and the region as a whole. 

ASEAN and Regional Studies 

The Institute has had an interest in regionalism almost from its 
inception . Coupled with this, and ref lecting the increasing 
significance of the organization itself, has been the Institute 's 
growing focus on ASEAN, including the development of perhaps 
the single largest collection of research materials anywhere in the 
region . Paralleling these developments has been the Institute 's 
steady move to encourage cross-national comparative work, 
encompassing ASEAN , if not the wider region . It follows therefore 
that an increasing number of the Institute's projects are region 
wide or focused on ASEAN . 

These projects are discussed more fully in the section on 
Regional Programmes that follows. Other projects that should be 
noted are those of Dr Raj Aggarwal , Dr Jeremy Kemp, Dr Hanna 
Papanek, Mr John Pomfret, Dr Pushpathavi Thambipillai, and Dr 
Arno Wohlgemuth . 
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Dr Aggarwal contends that "just as in the 1970s we saw the 
emergence of MNCs from developed countries other than the 
United States, the 1980s are likely to witness the emergence of 
MNCs from countries that are and may still be considered to be 
Third World countries " . Acting on this, he seeks to better 
understand the nature and characteristics of Third World MNCs 
through a comparative analysis of their managerial policies and 
practices as contrasted with those of the MNCs in the developed 
countries. 

Dr Kemp's monograph-length study on "Lowland Village 
Organization in Southeast Asia " is also a comparative analysis, but 
of lowland rural social organization within the traditional states of 
the region, including the relationship between 'localist' and 'world ' 
religious beliefs and rituals, and the divide between town and 
country. 

Drawing upon her extensive research experience with problems 
of women in Asia, Dr Papanek's study focuses on femal e labour 
utilization in Singapore, Indonesia, and Malaysia, with particular 
reference to not only women 's paid employment but also work in 
the informal sector, and the contributions of women to family 
welfare and the maintenance or enhancement of the family's 
status. This will also require looking at changes in family function 
and family organization at various class levels. 

In his study on " U.S. -ASEAN Relations", Mr Pomfret reviews 
the security interests and national goals of ASEAN and the United 
States in regard to the present conflict in Indochina, with particular 
emphasis on three aspects of threat perception in Southeast Asia, 
namely : (1) the differences between U.S. and ASEAN perceptions 
of a threat to the security interests of Southeast Asia; (2) the 
differences between their perceptions of Vietnam and its activities 
in Indochina; and (3) the differences between their perceptions of 
the People's Republic of China and its activities in Indochina . 

Dr Thambipilla i, in her study on the " Role of Non-Governmental 
Organizations in ASEAN Co-operation ", plans an assessment of 
the activities of regional non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
such as private industry clubs, investment bod ies, tourist promotion 
associations and other socio-cultural organizations - and the 



extent to which they create linkages among various levels of 
society, and their contributions thereof to "the actual integration of 
societies in the various member countries" . 

Dr Wohlgemuth's "Modern Trends in the Conflict of Laws of the 
ASEAN-Member States" is a comparative examination of the 
conflict of laws in the ASEAN countries. It is divided into three 
parts, with the first aimed at finding common traits and differences 
in the general and special conflicts of law rules; the second dealing 
with such issues as domicile, nationality and JUrisdiction as 
allocation factors; and the third seeking answers to "Is there an 
Asian or 'ASEAN' approach to the conflict of law rules or does the 
current Asian approach only represent a reception of European. 
or U.S .-American conflict of laws theory?" 

Two other projects, "Social-Economic Correlates of Mortality 
Differentials in ASEAN and Japan" and "Muslim Society, Higher 
Education and Development in Southeast Asia" - both much 
larger in scale than any of the foregoing - are also of relevance 
here. The first, co-ordinated by Dr Ng Shui Meng of ISEAS, and 
involving researchers from Japan and the ASEAN countries of 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, is a 
pioneering effort at a systematic identification and comparison of 
mortality differentials within and across each of the six countries 
involved. In addition to investigating regional variations of mortality 
within and between the countries of ASEAN and Japan, it seeks to 
find to what extent factors such as rural-urban residence, 
environment, access to health care, occupational and socio
economic background account for differentials in infant mortality 
rates and crude death rates. When completed in December 1984, 
and despite difficulties with data on account of incompleteness and 
inaccuracies of registration in some of the countries involved, the 
study promises to be of considerable interest to demographers and 
policy-makers alike. 

"Muslim Society, Higher Education and Development in 
Southeast Asia" is the third project in the Institute's ASEAN-wide 
programme of studies relating to the political and social role of 
Islam in Southeast Asia. The present project is under the guidance 
of Datuk Professor Sharom Ahmat, Deputy Vice-Chancellor of 
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Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang. Two participants each from 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, and Thailand have 
been invited to contribute papers on part icular aspects of the 
overall theme of the project. Efforts are also being made to involve 
scholars from Brunei. 

Once the papers are completed they will be discussed at a 
workshop, scheduled for December 1984, and thence edited and 
prepared for possible publication as a book. 

Brunei Studies 

Brunei not only gained its independence, but became a full-fledged 
member of ASEAN in 1984. This should only further enhance its 
status and role in the region. Equally, it should highlight yet again 
the lacuna in the region's knowledge relating to its newest 
independent member state. As stressed last year, this gap needs to 
be filled, and soon. The Institute, on its part, would like to assist in 
any manner possible. Towards this end, in addition to welcoming 
scholars from Brunei who may wish to visit and study at the 
Institute, it has continuously sought to encourage studies that 
would promote a better understanding of Brunei and its aspirations. 
Since 1981, an attempt has been made each year to cover at least 
some of the developments in Brunei in the Institute's annual 
review, Southeast Asian Affairs, with this year's article being by Dr 
Roger Kershaw and entitled " Political Themes in Pelita Brunei in 
1983". 

Burmese Studies 

'Talks on Burma's Culture", representing the collected works of 
Professor Hla Pe, who left a large number of papers on various 
aspects of Burmese culture, language, li terature, and history, .is 
now in the final stages of publication as a book. It should be of 
immense interest to all those interested in Burma and Burmese 
culture. 

The first draft of "Burmese Legal Pluralism" has also been 
completed. In it, Dr Wohlgemuth traces the origins and variety of 



Burma 's laws, and then attempts an appraisal of the country's 
jurisprudence and statutory provisions pertaining to adaptation and 
recasting principles in the wake of the Burmese path to socialism 
and socialist legislation . 

Mr Tin Maung Maung Than 's " Industrial Development in 
Burma, 1950-82" is the third project of the year on Burma . In it. Mr 
Tin analyses the process of industrialization by examining the 
development of the industry and mining sectors in relation to the 
overall development of the national economy. 

Indonesian Studies 

Indonesia was also the subject of three studies during the year 
that is, those by Mr James Laing, Mr Ahmad Habir, and Dr 
Nazaruddin Sjamsuddin . 

In his "The Automobile Industry in Indonesia ", Mr Laing 
investigates the role and impact of foreign direct investment and 
the transfer of technology on the industry, and that of domestic 
economic policy on the market structure. 

Mr Habir's " Management Development in ASEAN : An 
Indonesian Perspective" examines the various directions that 
management development could possibly take in ASEAN, with the 
main emphasis being on Indonesia. Of particular concern to Mr 
Habir is Indonesia's interaction with the other countries of the 
region, and its use of region al sources of supply of management 
development institutions. 

"The Republican Revolt : A Study of the Acehnese Rebellion " is a 
book-length manuscript based on Dr Nazaruddin's doctoral 
dissertation. Dr Nazaruddin has completed its revision and it is 
presently in the process of being published under the auspices of 
the Institute. 

Kampuchean Studies 

"Kam puchea: A Stalemate?", by Dr Mong Hay Lao, a Cambodian 
Research Fellow at the Institute, and " Humanitarian Development 
in Kampuchea ", by Dr Carmel Goldwater, an international health 
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consultant with first-hand field experience with foreign aid 
administration and operation in Kampuchea, are two articles due to 
appear in Southeast Asian Affairs 1984. While Dr Lao reviews the 
impasse in Kampuchea, Dr Goldwater examines developments 
within the country in terms of such aspects as food supply, health 
and education, and the role of foreign aid in Kampuchea. 

Dr Mong Hay Lao is also completing a monograph on "The 
Collapse of Cambodia ". In it, Dr Lao analyses Cambodia's nation
building efforts in the post-colonial period and the ensuing political 
and social changes, together with the Cambodians' perceptions of 
the outside world, and of communism, all of which he feels 
"eventually made the country an easy target for the Vietnamese 
invasion in 1978". 

Laotian Studies 

Laos continues to be the " Lost Kingdom" of Southeast Asia as far 
as academic research is concerned.:>Qf course, difficulties of access 
only aggravate the situation. Yet, it is to be hoped that Laos too will 
attract its share of serious scholarship and not for too long remain 
one of the least known territories of the region. In the meantime, the 
Institute is pleased to report that negotiations are at an advanced 
stage to enable a native Laotian to spend at least a year at the 
Institute to work on his own country. Nevertheless, the Institute has 
again managed to include Laos among the countries discussed in 
its forthcoming Southeast Asian Affairs 1984. The contribution, 
" Laos in 1983: A Time for Consolidation", is by Dr Martin Stuart
Fox of the University of Queensland. 

Malaysian Studies 

Dr Paul Chan and Dr Lorraine Corner's joint book-length study of 
agrarian change in Malaysia is nearing completion. In it, the two 
authors examine rural development in the country in the context of 
structural transformation. 

" Sino-Malaysian Relations since 1949" is the topic of Mr 
Abdullah Dahana's four-year long investigation, the first draft of the 



findings of which will be submitted to the University of Hawaii as a 
thesis for a Doctor of Philosophy deg ree. In addition to compiling 
bas ic data on, and ana lyses of, Malaysian domestic and 
internationa l policies, Mr Dahana is especially concerned with the 
extent and manner in which domestic policies affect Malaysia 's 
attitude and policy towards the People's Republic of Ch ina. 

Mr Dahana's pursuit is notab le from another perspective as 
well, in that he is of Sundanese origin and represents that rare 
group of pnbumis with a working knowledge of Mandar in and a 
professional interest in China. 

Dr Sieh-Lee Mei Ling's " Malaysian Cases in International 
Marketing" looks like another interesting project on Malaysia. In it, 
her aim is to understand the problems faced by the country in 
export and international marketing. She plans to do this through 
looking into and compiling case studies based on real-life situations 
and difficulties. 

Phi lippine Studies 

Dr Florian A. Alburo's " Special Transact ions in Manufactured 
Exports " consists of two parts, with the first being a background to 
the phenomenon being examined, including quantitat ive patterns 
and changes during the decade of the seventies, and the second, a 
detailed analysis of the experience of the Philippines and Singapore 
with transactions in manufactured exports. When completed, it is 
expected to result in a monograph of approximate ly 100 typewritten 
pages, inclusive of tables and notes. 

The second project on the Ph ilippines has resource-based 
industrialization as its focus. In it, Ms Marian Segura -de los 
Angeles first surveys the Philippine 's resource-based industria 
lization programmes and their performance. She then proposes to 
evaluate the country's various resource-based industrialization 
strategies, namely: import substi t ut ion; primary and / or processed 
exports promotion; labour-intensive processing and employment 
maxim ization; self-re liance in basic needs; medium and small-scale 
industries promotion, and rural development . Following this, 
imp lications for reg ional co -operat ion, in te rms of ASEAN, will also 
be discussed. 
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Singapore Studies 

Singapore was the subject of several ongoing and new studies 
during the year, including those by Dr Christ ine Inglis, Dr Sally 
Borthwick, Mr S. N. Masur i, and Dr Sharon Siddique. 

Dr Inglis ' "Teaching and Teachers in Singapore" builds on her 
earlier fieldwork in the Repub lic in 1980, when she undertook a 
sociological survey of the teaching profession here. Th is time she is 
concentrating on changes in the development of teacher- training 
programmes, paying special attention to t he structure and 
curricu lum of teacher-tra ining courses - both pre -service and in 
service. Through this, she hopes to acquire a bas is for a major study 
of the Singapore educat ion system and the roles of teachers and 
the teaching profession in it. 

Her compatriot, Dr Borthwick, following up her work on 
education in China, is present ly concentrating on "The History of 
Chinese Education in Singapore", intending in particular to 
examine the transition from classical education to schools of the 
modern type, and the re lative influence on Chinese schooling of the 

concurrent Engl ish language school system in Singapore, as wel l 
as trends in education on the Chinese main land. 

Mr Mas ur i, the doyen of the Malay-language poets and novelists 
in Singapore, is ut il izing his fe llowship to complete a book on the 
development of Malay literature in Singapore, with special 
reference to the post-1965 period, and foc using main ly on poetry, 
although novels and short stories wi ll also be studied. He hopes to 
examine the various phases and nuances of this development 
within the context of socio-econom ic and poli t ica l factors in both 
Singapore and the neighbouring Malay world. 

Dr Siddique, and her co-researchers, Dr Joachim Matthes and 

Ms Nirma la Puru Shotam, have completed the f ie ldwork and 
ana lyses of data for their project on "Re lig ious Change and 
Modernizat ion : The Case of Singapore". In add ition to the 
substantive conclusions of the research, it addresses questions 
relating to research theory, methodology and techniques. 

The manuscript is now be ing prepared for publ ication as a 
monograph to be entit led "The Shared Scenario : Indian Everyday 
Life in Singapore". 



Thai Studies 

Thailand too attracted a number of researchers, most of them being 
from the country itself and affi li ated with the Institute as Resea rch 
Fellows for the duration of their stud ies. First, there is the study of 
Dr Suntaree Kamin of the National Institute of Development 
Administration , Bangkok. She is engaged in a comprehensive 
examination of "The Psycho logy of Thai People", specifically its 
underlying socio-cultural and poli tica l value systems and 
behavioura l patterns. 

Dr Rachain Chintayarangsan, also from the National Institute of 
Development Administration, in turn is making an in -depth review 
of " Reso urce-based Industrialization in Thailand", payi ng specia l 
attention to an inventory of the country's resources, and 
appropriate "resource chains" most conducive to effective 
resource-based industrialization in Thai land. 

From the Institute, Dr Hong Lysa 's "The Military in Thai Politics" 
exam ines the Thai mi litary cliques within the framework of the 
bureaucratic polity model - which she fee ls is "about the most 
widely used in the analysis of Tha i politics" - fused with the global 
interests that sustain it. 

Round ing off the groups ' work, Mrs Netnapis Nakavachara has 
completed her paper on the "Indian Quarter " of Bangkok, 
concentrating on its population distribution and sett lement 
characteristics. It w ill form part of the Institute 's planned volume on 
" Eth n ic ity and Development : A Study of Indians in Southeast Asia " . 

Vietnamese Studies 

Mr Thai Quang Trung, a Research Fellow at the Institute, is 
comp leting a monograph on the Vietnamese communist 
leadership. In it, he looks at the key personalities, at the setting and 
development of the contending factions, and at the interaction 
between the internal processes of decision-making and the 
externa l alliance context . Proceed ing chronologically and 
analytica lly he plans to bring his investigations up to the stage of 
the " victory of the pro-Soviet wing in Hanoi ". 

13 

Dr Ng Shui Meng 's " Vietnam in 1983: Keeping a Delicate 
Balance" is an assessment of the main economic, social and 
political changes in Vietnam during 1983, and forms part of the 
forthcoming Southeast Asian Affairs 7 984. 

Local History and Memoirs 

It will be recalled that the Oral History Programme of the Institute is 
now subsumed under the wider rubric of "Local History and 
Memoirs", and that this will allow for greater scope and flexibility, 
as well as better ref lect the Institute's real interest in the area. All 
the same, as in the case of the Oral History Programme, the 
emphasis is still on the collection and publication of reminiscences, 
recollections, and memoirs of those who have participated in the 
history and development of the region generally, or in a particular 
event. Towards this end, the Institute not only utilizes its own 
resources but active ly seeks possibilities of working with ot·hers 
who, though not physically at the Institute, nevertheless have an 
interest in topics of concern to the Local History and Memoirs 
programme. Unsolicited recordings and manuscripts are also given 
careful conside ration. The number of tapes. slides and transcripts 
ensuing from this approach is growing. Efforts to extend the 
programme region-wide are also beginning to bear fruit , as the next 
set of publications in the Local History and M emoirs seri es cou ld 
very well come from Thailand rather than Singapore. 

REGIONAL PROGRAMMES 

Southeast Asian Studies Program (SEASP) 

This Program was establ ished in December 1976 to support the 
resea rch for, and the w riting of, reference works and university
level textbooks on Southeast Asian history, politics and 
government, and changing world-views. Its founding grant came 
from the Ford Foundation. Suppl.ementary assistance for the 



History Project was also received from the Toyota and Lee 
Foundations and from Mobil Oil Singapore. 

Now in their eighth year, the various writing projects of SEASP 
are at different stages of completion . The first to reach the Oxford 
University Press (which incidentally has agreed to publish all ten 
volumes emanating from the projects on history, and politics and 
government) are the volumes on Politics and Government. 
Publication of the first two volumes is expected in June and 
December 1984. The rest of the books should follow in due course. 

As part of SEASP's continuing efforts to stimulate research on 
all the countries of Southeast Asia , contacts with Vietnamese 
historians were renewed in February 1982, and work on a volume 
on Vietnamese history is in progress, with the manuscript expected 
to be completed later in 1984. 

With similar objectives in mind, SEASP has continued to explore 
possibilities of involving Burmese and Brunei scholars as well in its 
projects. It looks forward to positive developments here in time to 
come. 

It will be recal led too that in keeping with the research 
orientations of the Institute itself, and as part of its own evolvement, 
SEASP in 1981 decided that it would generally move away from 
country-specific textbook projects and instead concentrate on the 
sponsoring of systematic, cross-national research and writing, 
involving scholars from the different Southeast Asian countries. 
Operationally, two modal activities have been planned. One is the 
conventional cross-national research and writing project; the other, 
the commissioning of research papers to be presented at seminars 
or workshops. Associated activities, such as the translation and / or 
publication of selected works, are also supported. 

Specific topics falling within the scope of the current programme 
are : defining the Southeast Asian cultural heritage; regiona l 
contacts through trade relations; problems of cultural minorities in 
the region; and regional rural problems. 

A number of proposals seeking association with, or assistance 
from the Program were received during the year . Of these, the 
following proposed studies have been granted funds: "Comparative 
Peasant Unrest in Southeast Asia " (Dr Leslie E. Bauzon, 
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Philippines); "Changes in Northern Thailand and the Shan States, 
1886-1940" (Mrs Prakai Nontawasee, Thailand); " Beyond 
Resettlement: A Comparative Study of the Impact of Rural 
Resettlement Programmes in Southeast Asia" (Professor Tunku 
Shamsul Bahrin, Malaysia); " A Comparative Study of Bamboo 
Musical Ensembles and Selected Gong Ensembles in Java, 
Indonesia and in the Mountain Province, Philippines" (Mr Arsenio 
Nicolas, Indonesia), and "Comparative Study of Southeast Asian 
Novels" (Dr Nik Safiah Karim, Malaysia). 

SEASP's efforts to promote an exchange scheme that would (1) 
enable qualified and interested Southeast Asian scholars to teach 
and undertake research in Southeast Asian countries other than 
their own, and (2) enable Southeast Asian universities to acquire 
the teaching and research services of scholars from other 
Southeast Asian countries, has also borne fruit in that it has 
received a grant from the Stiftung Volkswagenwerk for this 
purpose. 

In addition to the first scholar, Dr Aye Kyaw of Burma, who 
arrived in Thailand in December 1982, and continued to teach at 
Payab College, Chiangmai , till the end of 1983, seven other 
Southeast Asian academics have been awarded the Teaching and 
Research Exchange Fellowships under this scheme. They are: Dr 
Virgilio Enriquez (Philippines), Dr Estrella Solidum (Philippines), Dr 
Ghulam-Sarwar Yousof (Malaysia), Dr Anchalee Singhanetra
Renard (Thailand), Dr Kuntowijoyo (Indonesia), Dr Harold Crouch 
(Malaysia), and Encik Azizan Abdul Razak (Malaysia). They will 
teach and research at the University of Malaya, Chulalongkorn 
University, University of the Philippines, Gadjah Mada University, 
University of the Philippines, University of the Philippines, and 
Mindanao State University respectively. 

A management committee directs SEASP's operations under 
the chairmanship of Professor Sharom Ahmat of Universiti Sains 
Malaysia . The other members of the committee are Professor Chai
Anan Samudavanija of Chulalongkorn University, who is deputy 
chairman; Associate Professor Ernest Chew and Dr Ong Jin Hui 
both of the National University of Singapore; Professor Dr M .P. 
Tjondronegoro of Bogar Agricultural University; Dr Eddy 



Masinambow of LEKNAS LIPI; Dr Pensri Duke of Chulalongkorn 
University; Dr Nik Safiah Karim of the University of Malaya; Dr Resil 
Mojares of the University of San Carlos; Professor Raul P. de 
Guzman of the University of the Philippines; and Professor K. S. 
Sandhu, Director of ISEAS (ex-officio). The Program 's Co-ordinator 
is Dr Jesucita L. Sodusta. 

Southeast Asian Cultural Research Programme (SEACURP) 

Now in its third year. SEACURP aims at creating a greater 
awareness of the region 's cultural heritage and at encouraging 
development strategies that would be in harmony with traditional 
values and ways of life. 

The first project of SEACURP was to collect documented 
evidence of the traditional architecture of this region. This got off on 
a strong beginning when it was given custodianship of the Dorothy 
Pelzer Collection. wh ich consists of 15,500 black-and-white 
photographs, 7,000 slides and six filing cabinet drawers of notes 
documenting Southeast Asian traditional architecture between 
1962 and 1970. 

SEACURP has since built up on this core substantially, adding 
another 8,000 slides and 500 black-and-white photographs. a good 
number having been duplicated from the collections of individuals 
and institutions. It has also built up a collection of journals. books, 
notes and photocopies of articles and documents pertaining to 
traditional architecture and Southeast Asian culture-groups. 

The Programme's project director on traditional architecture is 
Datuk Lim Chong Keat. an architect in private practice. and who is 
making his contribution in an honorary capacity. He is assisted by 
Miss Ong Choo Suat. a Research Associate . Both have made study 
tr ips and organized meetings in which specia lists have participated 
in a useful exchange of information and experience. 

SEACURP hopes that the contacts it has made will lead to an 
ever widening circle of research and professiona l personnel who 
would be involved in collaborative projects so that all concerned can 
work towards evolving proper and appropriate strateg ies for cultural 
development in Southeast Asia . 
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ASEAN Economic Research Unit (AERU) 

The Unit, established in 1979 in response to the need to develop at 
the Institute a capacity for planned incremental research on ASEAN 
economics. has progressed steadily and now has some twenty-five 
projects under way or at various stages of completion, with several 
more in the pipel ine. Equally encouraging, they encompass all the 
prior-ity areas for research recommended by the group of experts 
invited to the inauguration of the Unit in 1979: Investment. 
Industry, and Trade; Finance and Monetary Aspects; Food, Energy 
and Commodities; Transportation / Shipping; and Political Factors in 
ASEAN Economic Co-operation. 

Investment, Industry, and Trade 

The largest number of AERU projects are within this broad heading, 
with those relating to ASEAN 's economic relations with its main 
trading partners being the most prominent, including the following : 
ASEAN-EEC Economic Relations; ASEAN-Korea Economic 
Re lations; ASEAN-Japan Economic Relations; ASEAN -New 
Zealand Economic Relations; and ASEAN-South Asia Economic 
Relations. Other studies that cou ld join this cluster in the coming 
years could be those involving ASEAN and Canada. ASEAN and 
China, and ASEAN and the Middle East. In the meantime, funding 
has already been secured for the examination of "ASEAN -U.S. 
Economic Relations", and work is expected to commence within 
the next few months. 

Problems of protectionism. specifically non-tariff barriers to 
expanding both intra-ASEAN and international trade, are also of 
considerable concern to AERU. and two studies relating to these 
issues are already in progress. one focusing on ASEAN and the 
other on Japan : " Non-Tariff Barriers to Expanding lntra-ASEAN 
Trade"; and " Non-Tariff Barriers to Expanding ASEAN-Japan 
Trade" . 

Interest in industrialization and investment too has seen the 
development of three projects : the first on the possible 
contributions of resource-based industrialization to the economic 
development of the member countries of ASEAN; the second on the 



various options open towards the improvement of small and 
medium-scale business; and the last. the effects of foreign direct 
investment on the labour market. . 

Finance and Monetary Aspects 

This is another expanding field in AERU's activities, with there 
being no less than six separate but linked projects in progress or 
completed during the year : " International Banking and its 
Regulation;" "International Banking in ASEAN : Foreign Banking 
Act ivities in Singapore" ; "ASEAN Foreign Exchange Markets"; 
" Foreign Exchange Aspects of ASEAN Capital Markets" ; "The 
Jakarta Dollar Market"; and " Stabilization Policies in the ASEAN 
Countries" . 

Shipping 

This too is a significant area of interest in the Unit, with three 
studies currently in progress - "Indonesian Shipping Policies" , 
" ASEAN Fleet Expansion", and " ASEAN and Shipping 
Conferences" - and a fourth, "The Seafarer in Southeast Asia", to 
be launched short ly in co-operation with the Southeast Asian 
Project on Ocean Law, Policy and Management (SEAPOL) of 
Chulalongkorn University and the Ocean Studies Programme of 
Dalhousie University, Canada. Dr Chia Lin Sien, the co-ordinator of 
the Unit's work on shipping, is also exp loring the possibility of a fifth 
project, on ASEAN ports, perhaps involving researchers from 
beyond ASEAN as well. 

Food, Energy, and Commodities 

The debate on food supply and food security continues unabated 
and unresolved, and several possible studies on some of the issues 
involved are being discussed at the Unit. In the meantime, the 
project on "Food Security and Food Self-Suffic iency in ASEAN " is 
nearing completion. with all the country reports now being with the 
co-ordinator of the project, Mr Francis Chan, to enable him to write 
his overall introduction and concluding remarks, prior to the 
publication of the main findings . 
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Energy and energy-related issues too represent a frontier for 
research in the region, and the Unit has three projects in progress: 
"The Structure of Energy Demand in ASEAN Countries"; 
" Renewable Energy Resources in ASEAN " ; and the " Implications 
of China 's Offshore Energy Exploration for ASEAN Development" . 
There is also the possibility that another project on energy may be 
developed soon, this time in co-operation with the East -West 
Center of Hawaii . 

The largest project relating to commodities in the Unit, and 
perhaps the region, is that entitled "ASEAN 's Non-Renewable 
Resources". It envisages a number of studies on the nature and 
exploitation of the main non -renewable resources of the region, 
and will be followed on their comp letion by an overall comparative 
report on ASEAN and the potentia l for regional co-operation in 
minerals as exhaustible resources. 

Political Factors in ASEAN Economic Co-operation 

Involving political scientists drawn from the ASEAN countries, this 
project wil l consist of twelve separate but related studies that will 
attempt to elucidate the political ecology of the participating states 
(background variables). the actual institutional framework and 
bureaucratic structure set up at the regional level (i nst itutiona l 
variables), and the actors directly involved in the regional 
organization, including their perceptions, attitudes, and 
socialization processes (process var iables). 

In keeping with Institute ethos. research quite naturally leads to 
publications, and manuscripts of publ ishable quality have now 
begun to flow quite steadily from the Un it . In fact , it is felt 
that this supply could now perhaps quite profitably support the 
establishment of a regular journal that would enable the Unit's 

. research output to be more widely disseminated. This matter, 
together with the other publications of AERU, is more fully 
discussed in the section on Publications. 

Among the funding agencies which have given support to the 
Unit's activities are the Ford Foundat ion, whose founding grant 
enabled the establishment of the Unit, as we ll as the continued 



maintenance of its core staff; the Konrad Adenauer Foundation of 
the Federal Republic of Germany which too has made substantial 
contr ibutions to studies on the political factors affecting regional 
economic co-operation, and ASEAN-EEC economic relations, as 
well as the sponsorship of Dr Hans Christoph Rieger 's affiliation 
with AERU over a period of more than four years, thereby enabling 
the Unit to benefit from his experience and commitment to 
scholarship; the New Zealand Government and the United States 
Agency for International Development, which have generously 
provided funds for the award of fellowships to enable government
nominated ASEAN researchers to work at the Unit on ASEAN 
development and associated problems - with the latter agency 
also supporting the project on ·small and Medium-scale Business 
Improvement; the International Development Research Center 
(IDRC) for underwriting the studies on " Non-Tariff Barriers to 
Expanding ASEAN Trade", and " Shipping Conferences in ASEAN"; 
and finally, the Asia Foundation for funding the project on "ASEAN
U.S. Economic Relations" , and meeting the costs of the publication 
of the proposed journal of the Unit, the A SEAN Economic Bulletin. 
and, together with the IDRC, the study on "Stabilization Policies in 
the ASEAN Countries". 

AERU is grateful for all this support and looks forward to these 
agencies ' and organizations' continued confidence in its work. 

The staff and fellows attached to AERU are listed in Appendix Ill. 
Problems of recruiting and retaining suitably qualified staff to man 
the Unit persist, and this has to be urgently remedied by making the 
appointments at the Unit more attractive, especially in terms of 
subsidized housing, or an adequate rent allowance in lieu thereof, 
and the provision of adequate computer and related sohware and 
other facilities at the Unit. The absence of a proper core group of 
researchers cou ld very well have seriously impaired the work and 
progress of the Unit during the year, if not for the co-operation of a 
number of scholars, who, though not physically present at or 
officia ll y affiliated with the Institute, agreed to participate in and 
take responsibility for several of the Unit 's projects, and if not for the 
flow of visitors, who, in sp ite of their own studies, graciously 
consented to tide the Unit over in its hour of need. This surely is not 
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the most effective way of developing the Unit, especially as it has 
the potential of evolving into a major research base on the 
economic and related issues affecting ASEAN 's well-being and 
development. 

Regional Strategic Studies Programme 

Following preliminary informal discussions, a group of Southeast 
Asians came together in 1980 to design and establish a Regional 
Strategic Studies Programme (RSSP) to be based at the Institute 
under the overall charge of its Director, Professor K.S. Sandhu, with 
Dr Chai-Anan Samudavanija of Chulalongkorn University as the 
Programme Planner, Mr Lim Joo-Jock of ISEAS as Programme 
Co-ordinator, and Miss Vani Shanmugaratnam as Programme 
Research Associate . It was generally agreed that the initial focus of 
the Programme should, though not exclusively, be the socio
economic issues affecting regional security, with particular 
reference to the internal sources of instability in the various 
Southeast Asian countries. The selection of the first group of core 
areas for investigation under the Programme included the changing 
strategies and tactics of armed Marxist-Leninist and other (for 
example, separatist) movements in Southeast Asia; religious 
militancy and fundamentalism in the region; the 'coup ' as a 
recurrent feature in Southeast Asia; and the ethnic minority 
tensions and demands in the region . It was planned, too, that the 
cluster of issues relating to each core area should be examined in a 
series of specific projects and studied as distinct phases, or projects, 
of the Programme. These projects would be spread over a period of 
time and would study the nature, bases, emergence and 
persistence of the various phenomena in each core area. The 
underlying assumption in all this research is that regional security 
cannot be attained until regional and national instability is 
eradicated. 

The first phase of the Programme concerned th.e nature and 
bases of revolutionary, radical resistance, separatist and Marxist
Leninist movements in Southeast Asia and their implications for 
regional security. 
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Presentation of papers during the Workshop on Armed Separatist Movements in Southeast Asia. 
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The f irst project in thi s phase involved research into the problem 
of armed communism in non-communist Southeast Asi a. It focused 
on t he issues underlying communi st party grievances, its politi ca l 
platfor ms, changes in strategies and tactics, change, if any, in 
ideologica l stance, att itudes towards foreign co mmunist parti es, 
and so forth . The dra fts of the papers w hich were presented at a 
w orkshop in Singapore on 17- 19 November 1982, st imulated 
considerable interest and discussion among the parti cipa nts, who 
incl uded academ ics as we ll as professionals from relevant 
government and related organ izat ions. These papers and the 
summaries of the main discussions centred around each of them, 
together w ith the conclud ing comments, form the basis of the 
volume, Armed Communist Movements in Southeast Asia, which 
w as also the inaugural number of the Programme's annual series, 
Issues in Southeast Asian Secu rity. 

The second project focused on the endemic prob lem of vi olen t 
sepa ratist movements in Southeast Asia. Wh ile not neglect ing the 
link w ith ideology, it examined the fo llowing factors in some deta il: 
ethn icity; language; religion; the economic basis for dissent, 
including all the impl icat ions of developme nt; and extern al 
involvement in part icu lar the legacy of colon ialism and the 
Japanese Occupation . For this purpose, a series of papers by 
researchers from both with in and outside the region were 
discussed at a workshop in December 1983. As in the case of the 
W orkshop on Armed Communism in Southeast Asia , those 
presenting the papers were joined by academics and government 
officia ls in order that a more thorough discussion and interact ion 
could take place. All the papers and proceedings have been ed ited 
and are being publ ished as the second number in the series, Issues 
in Southeast Asian Security. 

The Regiona l Strategic Studies Programme has benefited 
immense ly from the co-operat ion it has received from co lleagues in 
the region and beyond, and from the financia l support provided by 
the Ford and Rockefel ler Foundations, in the form of two sepa rate 
but l inked grants. The Inst itute would like to record its appreciation 
of all the assistance and support rece ived to date, and to express 
the wish that the var ious numbers of Issues in Southeast Asian 
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Security will circulate widely among all concerned with problems of 
stability and security in the region . 

CONFERENCES, SEMINARS, AND WORKSHOPS 

The Institute org anized fourteen w orkshops and seminars wi thin 
Singa pore and a further nine outside the Republic - in Bangkok, 
Chiangmai, Jakarta, and Tokyo. All of them grew out of or w ere 
related to the In stitute's ongoing research projects or interests. Thi s 
also reflects the Insti tute's eschewing of orga nizing conferences or 
other col loqu ia unre lated to its current or projected research or 
profess ional programmes. 

In ch ronologica l order, the more notew orthy of the yea r's 
seminars and w orkshops w ere: 

- SEACURP W orkshop on Ident ifi ca tion of Tribal Groups wi th 
Distinctive Built Form, Chiangmai, 5-6 M ay 1983; 

- NIRA-ISEAS Joint Seminar on Population Prob lems and 
Fert ility in ASEAN Countries, Tokyo, 11 - 14 Ju ly 1983; 

- W orkshop on Resource- Based Industria lization in ASEAN, 
Singapore, 18-19 July 1983; 

- Joint W orkshop on ASEAN -Japan Indust r ia l Co-operation, 
Singapore, 23- 24 A ugust 1983; 

- W orkshop on ASEAN -EEC Economic Relati ons, Bangkok, 
26- 28 October 1983; and 

- Workshop on Armed Separa ti st M ovements in Southeast 
Asia, Si ngapore, 7 -9 December 1983. 

SEACURP Workshop on Identification of Tribal Groups with 
Distinctive Built Form 

The objectives of the W orkshop were: (1) to survey the hill tri bes of 
northern Tha iland and confi rm the pa rticula r hi ll tribes wh ich have 
a distinct ive bui lt form; (2) to identi fy and define the morphology of 
each hill t r ibe 's built form type; and (3) to eva lu ate the degree to 
wh ich this built form is st ill t raditional and whether the part icu lar 
hi ll tribes are sti ll bui lding and mai ntaini ng thei r traditiona l built 

form. 



In addition to Datuk Lim Chong Keat and Miss Ong Chao Suat, 
the participants at this Workshop included Dr Khoo Joo Ee, Curator 
of the Muzium Seni, University of Malaya; Dr Sa nit Wongsprasert. a 
member of the research staff of the Tribal Research Centre, 
Chiangmai; and Dr Sumet Jumsai, who is both an archaeologist 
and a we ll-known architect in Bangkok. 

The Workshop was preceded by a field trip which surveyed nine 
tribal villages representing some eight different tribal groups and 
subgroups. The conclusion at the end of the survey was that six out 
of the nine villages still retain traditional built form to a meaningful 
degree. 

The survey also resulted in the collection of more than 1,200 
slides and colour prints. 

NIRA-ISEAS Joint Seminar on Population Problems and 
Fertility in ASEAN Countries 

This meeting, organized by the Institute in association with the 
National Institute for Research Advancement (NIRA) of Japan, 
consisted of two separate but connected activities, with the first 
being a seminar, at which papers were presented by scholars from 
the ASEAN countries, with their Japanese counterparts being 
discussants, and the second, a joint NIRA-ISEAS research project 
planning forum involving potential participants from ASEAN and 
Japan. 

The seminar, focusing on population trends and policies in 
Southeast Asia and the challenges posed by the ethnic and cultural 
diversities of the region's societies to national population planning 
programmes, attracted a large number of Japanese scholars and 
others interested in population and related matters. It was 
suggested that these types of discussions bringing Japanese and 
Southeast Asian researchers together, should be continued and 
expanded. 

The project planning forum also successfully concluded its 
deliberations, which resulted in the formulation and launching of 
the project on the socio-economic correlates of mortality 
differentials in ASEAN and Japan. 
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Workshop on Resource-Based Industrialization in ASEAN 

This Workshop was attended by the researchers involved in the 
Institute's project on "Resource-Based Industrialization in ASEAN" 
as well as others interested in the topic. Papers were presented by 
the individual researchers, highlighting the experiences of 
their specific countries, the changing role of resource-based 
industrialization in their respective country's development, and 
the scope for modification and expansion. These papers are now 
being edited for publication. 

Joint Workshop on ASEAN-Japan Industrial Co-operation 

This Workshop grew out of the research project on " ASEAN-Japan 
Industrial Co-operation", involving the Japan Institute for 

International Affairs (JIIA). !SEAS, and the ASEAN Secretariat. 
More than 25 persons participated in the deliberations, which were 
spread over three working days. Among the issues discussed were 
Relocation of Industries; Direct Investment and Joint-Ventures; 
Transfer of Technology and Skill Development; Development of 
Small and Medium-scale Industries; Role of the Private Sector in 
Spear-heading Implementation of Industrial Co-operat ion; and the 
Responsibilities of Governments to provide proper policy directions 
encouraging such co-operation . 

In addition, the Workshop received and approved proposals for 
the next phase of the research on ASEAN-Japan Industrial Co
operation, recommending that its focus be on (a) Effective 
Mechanisms for the Enhancement of Technology and Skills in 
ASEAN and (b) Industrial Restructuring and Adjustments for Japan
ASEAN Investment and Trade Expansion. 

Workshop on ASEAN-EEC Economic Relations 

This was the third workshop arising from the Institute's ongoing 
research project on "ASEAN-EEC Economic Relationli" - the first 
being held in Singapore in 1981 and the second, in Brussels in 
1982. This third workshop was held in collaboration with the 
Institute of European Studies, Brussels, and with financial support 



from the European Community (EC), which covered travel and 
related expenses of some of the participants. 

As in the case of those held in Singapore and Brussels, this 
Workshop too attracted a large gathering of no less than 24 
participants and 32 observers who met over three days. The 
discussions ranged from the relative importance of intra- and inter
industry trade in ASEAN-EC trade, and the co-ordination 
mechanism in EC trade policies towards advanced ASEAN 
suppl iers of manufactures, to food grain aid and trade, and co
operation in trade in services between the EEC and ASEAN . 

As in the case of the previous two meetings, the papers 
presented at this Workshop will be edited and published shortly. 

Workshop on Armed Separatist Movements in Southeast Asia 

As mentioned before, this was the second workshop of the 
Regional Strategic Studies Programme of the Institute, focusing on 
"Armed Separatist Movements in Southeast Asia " - the first 
be ing on " Armed Communist Movements in Southeast Asia". 
Centred on the endemic problem of violent separatist movements in 
the region, and while not neglecting the linkage with ideology, 
the following papers were discussed in some detail: "Cu lture, 
Separatism, and the Paradoxes of the Nation-State"; "The 
Factors Behind Armed Separatism: A Framework for Analysis"; 
" Constitut ional and Political Bases of the Minority Insurrections in 
Burma " ; " Insurgency in the Shan State"; " Muslim Separatism in 
Southern Thailand: Culture, Politics, Economics and Revolt " ; "The 
Cour. :ry In Between: The Problem of Malay-Muslim Separatism 
in Thailand and Its Transnational Implications" ; " Culture, Politics, 
Economics and Revolt in Mindanao: The MNLF and the Politics of 
Separatism "; "The Future of the Armed Separatist Movement 
(MNLF) in Mindanao" ; "The Country in Between : Displaced Filipinos 
in Sabah " ; " Separatist Movements in Indonesia : The Acehnese 
Experience "; and " National Integration in Indonesia: The Case of 
Irian Jaya". 

Among the more than 35 partic ipants were the academics and 
other scholars responsible for the various papers presented, as well 
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as some government officials, including three generals, from the 
region - all carefully selected to provide the Workshop with first 
hand experience and practical perspectives. The presence of these 
generals and officials, and their willingness to engage in the 
vigorous exchanges that characterized the Workshop made the 
meeting all the more interesting and productive. 

The papers and proceedings are now being processed for 
publication as a book, the second in the series, Issues in Southeast 
Asian Security. 

Public Lecture on Prospects for the World Economy 

This public lectu re, given by Dr W .W. Rostow, Professor of 
Economics and History, University of Texas, and former Pres identia l 
Advisor to both the Kennedy and Johnson Administrations, was 
organized by the Institute in association with the Economic Society 
of Singapore, the Department of Economics and Statistics, National 
University of Singapore, and the United States Information 
Services. It was held at the auditorium of the Regional Language 
Centre, and was attended by nearly 200 senior civ il servants, 
academics, bankers, industrialists and personnel from the mass 
media. After tracing the different stages of industrial development 
and change, Professor Rostow posited that with the present growth 
momentum of the developing nations, which were restructuring 
their economies, and rebuilding and modernizing old basic 
industries, the world economy was " on the verge of an economic 
boom shadowed by anxiety" . 

Occasional and In-House Seminars 

A total of 51 Occasional and In -House Seminars were held during 
1983/ 84. 

The Occasional Seminars, usually held in the Seminar Room of 
the Institute, normally draw an audience of about thirty to fifty 
persons, including - in addition to the Institute 's staff and fellows 
- civi l servants, business executives, and academics. They 
constitute an integral part of the Institute 's intellectual activities, 
and are held as and when appropriate throughout the year . They, 



The Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Institute receiving a cheque for S$75,000 from Mr Dorsey Dunn, 
Chairman and General Manager of Mobil 01J Singapore, being Mobil's donation to the Singapore Lecture Series. 

22 



inter-alia, bring the research staff and fellows of the Institute into 
contact with the larger public. 

Attendance at the In-House Seminars, on the other hand, is 
generally l imited to academics from the Nati onal University of 
Singapore and the Institute's own staff and fellows, as the primary 
objective of these sem inars is to allow for the scholarly community 
to come together to discuss research problems and methodologies, 
and other similar matters of mutual interest. in a closed, inform al 
small-group atmosphere, free from the distract ions of a wider 
meet ing . They are usually held at 1030 hours on Saturdays at the 
Institute. 

Deta ils of top ics discussed and the speakers involved in both the 
In-House and Occas ional Seminars are provided in Appendix V. 

THE SINGAPORE LECTURE 

The Singapore Lecture Series was inaugurated by the Institute in 
1980 with an endowment from the Monetary Authority of 
Singapore (MAS). which has si nce been augmented by a generous 
donation from Mobil Oil Singapore. 

The aim of the Singapore Lecture is to provide the opportunity 
for distinguished statesmen, scholars, writers. and other em inent 
individuals, especia lly those in banking , commerce, international 
economics and finance, and philosophical , li tera ry, and wor ld and 
strateg ic affairs to visit Singapore. The presence of such prominent 
personalit ies, it is hoped, will allow Singaporeans, espec ially the 
younger executives and decision-makers in both the private and 
public sectors, to have the benefit of firsth and contact w ith and 
exposure to - through the Lectu re, televised discussions. and 
private consultations - leaders of thought and knowledge in 
various fields, thereby enab ling them to widen their own 
exper ience and perspect ives. 

Professor Milton Fr iedman deli vered the inaugural Singapore 
Lecture under the cha irmansh ip of the First Deputy Prime M inister 
and Chairman of the Monetary Authority of Singapore, Dr Goh 
Keng Swee, on 14 October 1980 in the auditor ium of the 
Singapore Conference Hall . 
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The 1981 Lecture was delivered by Dr Henry A. Kissinger, the 
former United States Secretary of State, on 30 October 1981 , 
and the 1982 Lecture by HE Mr Giscard d'Estaing, the former 
Pres ident of the Republic of France on 2 Dece mber 1982, both 
under the chairmanship of the Second Deputy Prime Minister 
(Foreign Affairs), Mr S. Rajaratnam . HE Mr Helmut Schmidt. the 
form er Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germ any, delivered 
the 1983 Sing apore Lecture on 10 November 1983, under the 
chairmanship of MrS. Dhanabalan, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and Culture. 

The topic of Mr Helmut Schmidt 's Lecture was "The Soviet 
Union : Challenges and Responses as seen from the Europea n Point 
of View", and, like its predecessors, it too attracted a capacity 
aud ience. The text of the Lecture, together with the discussion that 
followed, has been published in the same form at as that of 
Professor Milton Friedman 's The Invisible Hand in Economics and 
Politics, Dr Henry Kissinger's American Foreign Policy: A Global 
View, and HE Mr Gisca rd d'Estaing's Peace and East-West 
Relations. 

PUBLICATIONS 

The leve l of act ivity at the Publicat ions Unit was ma in tai ned 
throughout the yea r, with increases both in the number of titles 
prod uced and in sa les. However, if there is no increase in ed itor ial 
staff, it is felt that the maximum leve l of output in book production 
has perh aps been reached, and the Unit may have to concentrate 
on the conso lidat ion and the upgrading of the quality of book 
production. As a part of this effort. the Unit's agi ng manual IBM 
composer w ill have to be rep laced by a newer electronic version. 

Efforts to promote I SEAS publications have taken va ri ous forms: 
the re have been arra ngements whereby adverti sements, in 
particular those promoting the Institute's journals, are excha nged 
w ith publishers of other academ ic journals; comp limentary review 
cop ies of books have been sent to journa ls, newspapers, and other 
peri odica ls; a new more comprehensive catalog ue, Books on 
Southeast Asia, has been produced, with title and author indices 



HE Mr Helmut Schmidt being welcomed by the Director to the Institute on the occasion of Mr Schmidt's visit to 
Singapore to deliver the 1983 Singapore Lecture. 
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HE Mr Helmut Schmidt delivering the 1983 Singapore Lecture to a capacity audience. 
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and a complete index of all articles that have appeared in the 
journal, Contemporary Southeast Asia; fliers promoting individual 
titles have been produced in-house; and the mailing list for them 
expanded further. Participation in the following book exhibitions 
was yet another form of promoting the Institute's books and its 
research activities: Thai National Book Fair (April 1983). Indonesia 
International Book Fair (May 1983), Sixth Congress of Southeast 
Asian Librarians Book Exhibition (June 1983), Open Day, National 
University of Singapore (July 1983), Stanford-NUS Executive 
Programme (August 1983), Singapore Book Festival (September 
1983). Association of Asian Studies Annua l Conference and Book 
Exhibition, Washington, D.C. (March 1984), Singapore Publish ing 
Trade Mission, Beijing and Xiamen, China (March 1984), as well as 
displays mounted at the various seminars and workshops held by 
the Institute. Unlike commercial , profit -oriented publishers. the 
Institute does not aim to attract the larger, more general , consumer 
market. The !SEAS publication programme acts as a service - to 
the scholarly commun ity, as well as to the public sector, policy
makers. industrialists, and educationists. It is, therefore, all the 
more important that research grants incorporate an element to 
cover the cost of publishing the research findings to ensure that 
this relatively smaller yet extremely important market continues to 
have access to them. 

As the Institute becomes better known both in the region and 
beyond, many more manuscripts are being received by the 
Publications Review Committee. This Committee examines each 
manuscript for its scholarly merits and practical contribution to 
knowledge, often consulting specialists in the various fields to 
review the manuscript on the Committee's behalf. The Committee 
is indebted to those who have contributed their time and expertise 
to assist in this way and hopes that it can continue to count on such 
support . 

New Titles 

During the year, thirty new titles were published, in add ition to a 
total of six issues of the two journals Contemporary Southeast Asia 
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(a quarterly) and the Southeast Asian Journal of Social Science 
(published biannually). 

The Institute 's Southeast Asian Affairs. an annual review of 
major developments and trends in the region, with particular 
emphasis on ASEAN countries, entered its tenth year of 
publication. 

Of the other new publications. nine were added to the 
Books / Monographs series. They were: Ruth-lnge Heinze, Tham 
Khwan: How to Contain the Essence of Life; Laurence K.L. Siaw, 
Chinese Society in Rural Malaysia; Janice Stargardt, Satingpra 1: 
The Environmental and Economic Archaeology of South Thailand; 
Mukul G. Asher and Anne Booth, Indirect Taxation in ASEAN; 
Anwar Nasution, Financial Institutions and Policies in Indonesia; 
K.S. Sandhu and Paul Wheatley, Me/aka: The Transformation of a 
M alay Capital, c. 1400- 1980; Estrella D. Solidum, Bilateral 
Summitry in ASEAN; Chong Li Choy, Multinational Business and 
National Development: Transfer of Managerial Knowhow to 
Singapore; and Tan Koonlin, The Swamp-Sago Industry in West 
Malaysia: A Study of the Sungei Batu Pahat Floodplain. 

The launching of the new series. Issues in Southeast Asian 
Security, saw its first number in the publication of Armed 
Communist Movements in Southeast Asia, edited by Lim Joo-Jock 
and Vani S. 

The Occasional Papers series was augmented by five new titles: 
A . Mani, Determinants of Educational Aspirations among 
Indonesian Youth; Yuangrat Wedel, The Thai Radicals and the 
Communist Party; Wilfredo F. Arce, Before the Secessionist Storm: 
Muslim-Christian Politics in Jolo. Sulu. Philippines, 1961-62; 
Corrine Phuangkasem, Thailand's Foreign Relations, 1964 -80; 
and Truong Buu Lam, Resistance. Rebellion, Revolution: Popular 
Movements in Vietnamese History. 

The Research Notes and Discussions Papers ser ies saw the 
addit ion of seven new titles: W alter Miklius and Younger Wu, Effect 
of Liner Conferences on the Level and Structure of Ocean Freight 
Rates; Richard A. O'Connor. A Theory of Indigenous Southeast 
Asian Urbanism; Saw Swee-Hock, Population Projections for 
Singapore, 1980-2070; Tan Sooi Beng, Ko-tai: A New Form of 



Display of some of /SEAS publications at a recent conference. 
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Chinese Urban Street Theatre in Malaysia; Krirkkiat Phipatseritham 
and Kunio Yoshihara , Business Groups in Thailand; Robert 0 . 
Tilman, The Enemy Beyond· External Threat Perceptions in the 
A SEAN Region; Sumantoro, MNCs and the Host Country: the Case 
of Indonesia. 

In the Lectures, Workshops, and Proceedings of International 
Conferences series, there were five new tiles : Robert V. Roosa, 
Economic Instability and Flexible Exchange Rates; Giscard 
d'Estaing, Peace and East- West Relations; Sueo Sekiguchi, ed ., 
ASEAN-Japan Relations: Investment; Narongchai Akrasanee, ed., 
A SEAN-Japan Relations: Trade and Development; Chng Meng Kng 
and R. Hirono, eds., ASEAN-Japan Industrial Co-operation: An 
Overview. 

The Library Bulletin series saw the addition of two new titles: 
Muljanto Sumardi, compiler, Islamic Education in Indonesia: A 
Bibliography; and lkuo Iwasaki, compiler, Japan and Southeast 
Asia: A Bibliography of Historical, Economic and Political Relations. 

Contemporary Southeast Asia 

Contemporary Southeast Asia is a quarterly, designed to present 
easily readable, objectively-written articles on matters of 
importance to the region and its surroundings. Since its inaugural 
issue in May 1979, it has continued with its original aim of being a 
regionally-based journal publishing the studies, analyses, and 
views of Southeast Asian scholars and practitioners in politics, 
commerce, and development. Though it emphasizes and 
encourages contributions from within the region, it does not 
exclude ideas and submissions from beyond Southeast Asia . In 
fact , these are an essential part of the enrichment of scholarly effort 
directed to research, analysis, and commentary on contemporary 
issues of politics, economics, social development, and security 
fac ing the region . In the five years of its existence, Contemporary 
Southeast Asia has reached both a regional and global readership, 
with most of the major universities and learned institutions 
throughout the world interested in Southeast Asian affairs being on 
the subscription list. 

28 

Southeast Asian Journal of Social Science 

This journal is a joint publ ication of the Institute and the 
Department of Sociology of the National University of Singapore. Its 
focus continues to be the area of modernization and social change, 
and questions relating to ethnicity and development in present-day 
Southeast Asia . 

Since introducing " special focus " issues to better address some 
of the specific interest areas, there have been two such issues: 
"Ethnicity in Southeast Asia " and "Ideology in Southeast Asia " . 
The journal will also continue to improve and enlarge its section on 
" Ethnicity and Development News" . It is hoped that th is will better 
facilitate the exchange of information on ongoing research, and on 
reports, seminars, conferences, and recent publications relating to 
issues of ethnicity and development in the region . 

ASEAN Economic Bulletin 

As indicated earlier, it is felt that the flow of research manuscripts 
from the ASEAN Economic Research Un it has now reached the 
stage where they could be more effectively channelled into a 
regular avenue of publication, that is, one that would better ensure 
their wider circulation amongst the scholarly fraternity and the 
larger public and private sectors. At the same time, the proposed 
avenue could also serve the requirements of scholars outside the 
Institute, but with interest in ASEAN economics, and who are 
seeking a vehicle for the circulat ion of their research and 
discussions - that is, an outlet that is based in the reg ion, and 
devoted not to the economics of individual ASEAN countries or 
Southeast Asia as a whole, but primarily to ASEAN economics and 
ASEAN-wide related issues; in short, a regular publication that 
would be both appropriately focused and compelling . 

Accordingly, the Advisory Committee of the Unit has agreed to 
the launching of a journal , to be known as the ASE/jN Economic 
Bulletin, w ith the inaugural issue being scheduled to appear in July 
1984, and thereafter on a regular basis every November, March, 
and July. 



To ensure proper production and control of the quality of 
materials to be included in it, the Bulletin will have a representative 
Reg ional Advisory Board and Editorial Committee, comprising 
senior economists drawn from the various countries of the region, 
as well as a group of International Corresponding M embers, 
selected from among w~f-known and established economists in 
the regions and countries comprising ASEAN's main trading 
partners, such as Australasia , Canada, Europe, Japan, the Middle
East, and the United States of America. 

While the overhead and other associated costs of publishing the 
Bulletin will be borne by the Institute itself, it is pleased to 
acknowledge with thanks the support of the Asia Foundation, 
which has agreed to provide a grant to cover the printing and 
related costs of the initial issues of the Bulletin. This should ensure 
the Bulletin getting off to a good start . 

LIBRARY 

The Library entered a period of unprecedented activity as it 
recovered from the setbacks described in the last report. It regained 
and improved in staff strength which made it possible to clear some 
long-standing backlog as well as bring some bibliographic projects 
to a successful conclusion. 

It was fortunate to obtain the services of two addit ional Assistant 
Librarians on short-term contracts. Mrs Marion Southerwood has 
helped to clear a good part of the cataloguing backlog with spec ial 
reference to European language material. Miss Judith Henchy, who 
studied Vietnamese in the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
has made a start on cataloguing the Vietnamese language material 
collected over the years. At the same time, Miss Urai 
Wuthiwigaikam from the Central Library, Chulalongkorn University, 
was attached to the Library for a four-month period of training . In 
the process she was able to cata logue the larger proportion of the 
Thai language material in the Library. 
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The Collection 

While the Library was able to make a dent in its cata loguing 
backlog, the concentration on processing difficult material cannot 
be indicated by statistics. The figures below only show a normal 
rate of growth, and do not reveal the quality of the work done. 

Books & Bound Periodicals (vols.) 
Microfilms (reefs) 
Microfiches (reefs) 
Documents 
Current serials (titles) 

1983184 
51.450 

7,570 
91,360 

5,340 
2,245 

Together with the Library's slides and audio-recordings, the total 
collection comprises approximately 160,200 items. New 
subscriptions were placed for 45 periodicals. 

The Library continued its dual policy of building on its collection 
on Southeast Asia on the one hand and strengthening its holdings 
in areas important to !SEAS research on the other. The need to 
keep up-to-date in both aspects has placed a strain on the Library's 
budget so that it is only able to keep up with current publications, 
with little in-depth development. Important purchases in the year 
include the acquisition of audio-cassettes for learning the Khmer, 
Lao and Thai languages, and microfilms in a series of documents 
on the U.S. Armed Forces in Vietnam. 1954-1975. Subscription to 
the Indones ian section of the Library of Congress Southeast Asian 
Microfiche Project was continued. 

Regional Projects 

The select cu ltural bibliography on "The Malay World of Southeast 
Asia" is in the last stages of compilation after many years of work. 
The manuscript is being finalized for submission to UNESCO as one 
of the projects of its Study of Southeast Asian Cu ltures. It aims at 
providing a literature guide to the culture and society of the peoples 
of Southeast Asia. 



---
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The library continues into its twelfth year as the Regional 
Microf ilm Clearing-House on behalf of SARBICA and CON SAL. No. 
17 of the Southeast Asia Microfilms Newsletter was publ ished. 

Bibliographical Projects 

The bibliography on ASEAN is already in press and is expected to be 
published by June 1984. It is the Library 's most ambitious project to 
date and has been in progress since the preliminary edition 
published in 1976 w ent out-of-print. The present volume 
incorporates entries in that ed ition and add itional materi al 
substantively up to 1980, although sig nificant recent publications 
have also been included. It comprises approximately 6.400 entries 
and includes items in the Indonesian, Malay, Thai , Vietnamese, 
Chinese, Japanese and the major Western languages. The 
bibliographica l editing was an onerous task which was co mpleted 
by Mrs Southerwood. Work wil l begin soon on the next volume 
which wi ll bring the informat ion on ASEAN up-to-date with recent 
developments. 

Prof Muljanto Sumardi 's bibliography on Islamic Education in 
Indonesia was published as Library Bullet in No. 13. Mr lkuo 
Iwasaki 's Japan and Southeast Asia: A Bibliography of Historical. 
Economic and Political Relations was issued as a jo int publication 
of the Institute of Developing Economies of Tokyo and ISEAS, and 
has been distributed as Library Bulletin No. 14. 

Projects in progress include " Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei 
Newspapers : an International Union List", compiled by Mrs Lim 
with the assistance of Mrs Southerwood. It will list the newspaper 
hold ings, inc luding microfilm hold ings, of libraries, museums and 
archival institutions in the three countries as well as major 
overseas col lections. 

Preliminary work also began on a bibliography on Laos. The 
bib liography grew out of the research done by Dr William W. Sage, 
who is assisted by Miss Henchy. 

The word processor purchased at the end of the last report year 
has helped to expedite work on these projects and on some in
house procedures. In the coming year, the Library will cont inue to 
search for ways of improving work routines with the view to 
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eventual conversion to automated processes. However, a great deal 
of research and plann ing will have to be undertaken, bearing in 
mind the special requirements of a Southeast Asian collection. 

Because of the nature of the Library's collection - which 
requires a high percentage of original and foreign-language 
cataloguing compute rization presents special problems. 
Bibliographic data on such titles are unlikely to appear in the data 
bases to which SILAS (Singapore Integrated Library Automation 
System) will be subscribing and the library consequently is unlikely 
to benefit from shared cata loguing to the sa me extent as other 
libraries. As shared cataloguing is one of the main benef its of 
computerization, it is a factor that will need to be taken into 
consideration in the planning for automation. 

ACCOMMODATION 

It is vexing to time and agai n publicly plead the Institute 's 
emba rrassing predicame nt of losing, or failing to attract, staff 
cons idered particular ly desirable, on account of the Institute, unlike 
its cognates, being unable to provide what its present and potential 
staff and fellows are most concerned with - th ilt is, satisfactory 
subs idized living quarters, or adequate rent allowances in lieu 
thereof. This matter needs to be resolved, otherwise the Inst itute 's 
progress is likely to be seriously hampered, if not actual ly impaired, 
as illustrated by the shortage of staff at the ASEAN Economic 
Research Unit, and the resig nat ion of two staff members of the 
Institute. as well as by the plans of another two to leave shortly. 
Equal ly distressing has been the turning down of the Institute's 
offer of fellowships by a few successful candidates, and the 
withdrawal of others, all of whom we would very much have liked 
to have at the Institute. Their inability to accept the Institute's offers, 
much as they desired from a professional point, arose only beca use 
suitable accommodation would not be available, or otherwise 
accessible, to them and their families. 

The foregoing only further underscores the general and growing 
feeling that provision of subsidized accommodation, comparable to 
at least that available to those joining the National University of 
Singapore, is essential. This is considered to be especially so as the 



Institute does not normally make long-term or permanent research 
appointments, with its staff and fellows therefore being unable to 
plan any lasting commitments to, say, purchasing their own 
housing. Wider realization of this problem could even discourage 
potential staff and fellows from applying. 

FINANCE 

The main sources of the Institute's financial support are the annual 
grant from the Singapore Government, and donations from other 
governments and private foundations, agencies and individuals -
with the Singapore Government grant covering the costs of the 
Institute 's infrastructure and administration, and the donations, 
those of the Institute 's programmes of research, fellowships, 
seminars, and publications. 

The Singapore Government's grant for the year was 
S$3,442,900, and the total donations received were S$2, 132,522. 
The Institute is grateful for this assistance and would like to thank 
all those who have contributed so handsomely to its various 
programmes and activities. 

The Institute also has an Endowment Fund, income from which 
is derived through interest earned on fixed deposits. This income 
supports the Institute 's Research Fellowships programme, which is 
now internationally accepted as a credit to the Institute's 
commitment to promoting scholarship on and in the region . As 
at the end of the last financial year, the Endowment Fund stood at 
$1 ,060,000. However, under the determined leadership of Mr Lee 
Hee Seng, the Deputy Chairman of the Board of Trustees and 
Chairman of the Institute 's Fund-Raising Committee, this 
Endowment Fund has again begun to attract donations, albeit 
slowly. The Fund Raising Committee's low-key, personal approach 
is delibrate and is considered the best strategy in the light of the 
present fund-raising climate of Singapore, where potential donors 
are being wooed by so many suitors all hoping to catch their eye 
and support. To date, the Committee has brought the Endowment 
Fund to S$1, 160,000, an increase of S$1 00,000 over the previous 
year, with the largest contributions coming from the Hong Leong 
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Foundation (S$50,000), the Lien Foundation (S$25,000). and the 
Shaw Foundation ($25,000). 

The Institute joins the Fund-Raising Committee in thanking all 
contributors to the Endowment Fund, and looks forward to their 
example being emulated by others who have the promotion of 
scholarship and knowledge on Singapore and the region at heart . 

The complete list of donations to the Endowment Fund and the 
various programmes and activities of the Institute is given in 
Appendix VIII. 

CONCLUSION 

This year's report shares the optimism of its predecessors in that 
the Institute is steadily carving out a niche for itself as a significant 
and indispensable reservoir of research materials and expertise on 
the region . That this recognition and status has been achieved in no 
more than a decade and a half - and this too often under 
conditions of extreme stress, particularly with regard to access to 
suitable housing and adequate computer and related support 
services, is all the greater testimony of the indisputable potential of 
the Institute. It is, thus, all the more imperative that the Institute 
should now raise its sights and forthwith begin plans to realize its 
full possibilities. Given the necessary support. in add ition to 
developing its research capabilities to the fullest , the Institute could 
very well - through internships and supervised and intense study 
and discussions (if necessary conducted in co-operation with ot"her 
centres of specialized knowledge) - assist in the development of 
expertise among Singapore and other Southeast Asian civil 
servants, diplomats and others aspiring to specia lize in Southeast 
Asian affairs, or those of the wider world, including Japan, the 
Soviet Union, China, Western Europe and the United States of 
America, areas of considerable import to the progress and 
well-being of Singapore and the region. In view of its progress and 
potentialities, and as time is of the esse nce, it would appear 
superfluous to stress that it would be a pity indeed if every effort is 
not made to maximize the unique opportunities that the Institute 
offers. 
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Appendix VII 

INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

DONATIONS AND GRANTS RECEIVED 
DURING THE PERIOD 1 APRIL 1983 TO 31 MARCH 1984 

List of Donors Donations / Grants 

S$ 

1. Arthur Anderson & Co 1,250.00 

2. Australian High Commission 70,262.50 

3. International Development Research Centre 85,357.61 

4 . Invitees to 1983 Singapore Lectu re 63,611 .00 

5. Kaj ima Foundation 15,870.00 

6. Konrad Adenauer Foundat ion 246.413 .99 

7. Lee Foundat ion 80,000.00 

8. Mobil Oil Singapore Pte Ltd 75,00000 

9. Monetary Authority of Singapore 25,000.00 

10. Nat iona l Institu te for Resea rch Advancement 97,278.38 

11 . Stiftung Volkswagenwerk 362.454.57 

12. The ASEAN Secretariat 88,534.70 

13. The Asia Foundation 10,700.00 

14. The Australian National Un iversity 8.421 .20 

15. The Ford Foundat ion 686,239.38 

16. The Toyota Foundation 66,782.68 

17. U.S. Agency for International Development 147,225.70 

18. United States Information Servi ces 2,120.00 

2,132,521 .71 
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INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 
(Established Under the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies Act, 1968) 

AUDITORS' REPORT 

We have carried out such examination of the records of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies as we considered necessary in the 
circumstances and, based on this examination, we are of the opin ion that: 

(1) the accompanying statement of assets and liabilities and statement of income and expenditure, together with the notes thereon, 
are properly drawn up so as to present fair ly, on the basis of the accounting po licies stated in Note 1, the assets and liabilities 
arising from cash transactions of the Institute as at 31 March 1984, and its income and expenditure for the year ended on that 
date; 

(2) proper accounting and other records inc luding a fixed assets register have been kept; 

(3) the receipts, expenditure and investments of the monies and the acquisitions and disposals of assets by the Institute of Southeast 
Asian Studies during the year have been in accordance with the provisions of the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies Act, 1 968. 

GOH, TAN & CO. 
Singapore, 7 May 1984 Public Accountants, Singapore. 
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INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES, 31 MARCH 1984 

1984 1983 

LIABILITIES AND FUNDS Note $ $ ASSETS 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 2 232,998 135,809 CASH 
In hand 

ENDOWMENT FUND 3 1,160,000 1,060,000 At banks 

RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP 4 394,240 563,850 

FUNDS FOR SPECIFIC FIXED DEPOSITS WITH BANKS 
PROJECTS 5 2,884,756 2,452,168 

SUNDRY DEPOSITS 
FUNDS FOR SPECIAL 

PROJECTS 6 2,595,111 1,971 ,007 

OTHER CREDIT BALANCES 48,577 45,929 

DEVELOPMENT FUND 8 1,078 1,078 

COUNTERPART FUNDS FOR 
PROGRAMMES 7 3,482 

7,316,760 6,233,323 

The annexed notes form an integral part of and should be read 
in conjun'ction with these accounts 

(With Goh, Tan & Co. report dated 7 May 1984) 

1984 1983 

$ $ 

1,500 1,000 
384,243 428,212 

385,743 429,21 2 

6,923,900 5,800,000 

7,117 4,111 

7,316, 760 6,233,323 

... . £ .. ~~~7.. ~.~~~.5 ... 
CHAI RMAN ~ 

. . . .. . .. ~~· ·· · · · · 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
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INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

STATEMENT OF INCOME AN D EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1984 

1984 

EXPEN DITURE Note $ 

General Operating Fund 3,225,650 
Counterpart Fu nds for new 

programmes 7 53.482 
Specific Projects 1.440.449 
Special Projects 6 14,597 
Research Fe llowships 271 ,630 
Development Fund 8 

5,005,808 

1983 

$ 

2,881 ,742 

44.425 
1,276,9 16 

2,200 
140,319 

54,522 

4.400.124 

INCOME 

Grant from Government 
Surplus on publication account 
Interest from depos its 

EXCESS (DEFICIT) OF INCOME OVER EXPENDITURE DEVELOPMENT FUNDS 

General Operating Fund 2 
Counterpart Funds for new 

programmes 
Specific Projects 5 
Special Projects 
Research Fellowships 
Deve lopment Fund 8 

195,352 14,082 

3.482) 2,975 
795,183 382,854 
261 ,509 269,252 
169,6 10) 47,386 

1,078 

1,078,952 717.627 

6,084.760 5,117,751 

Grant from Government 

COUNTERPART FUNDS FOR 
NEW PROGRAMMES 

Grant from Govern ment 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
Interest from f ixed deposits 

FUNDS FOR SPECIFIC 
PROJECTS 
Donations 

OTHER FUNDS 
Interest from deposits 

The annexed notes form an integral part of and should be read 
in conjunction with these accou nts . 

(With Goh, Ta n & Co. report dated 7 M ay 1984) 
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1984 1983 

Note $ $ 

3, 392.900 2,868,600 
26,079 22,758 

2,023 4.466 

3.42 1,002 2.895,824 

55,600 

7 50.000 47.400 

3 75,177 134.243 

2,132.522 1,542,664 

406,059 442.020 

6,084.760 5,117,751 



INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

NOTES TO THE ACCOUNTS, 31 MARCH 1984 

1. ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

a. Basis of Accounting 

The accounts are prepared on an actua l cash receipts and payments basis. 

b. Capital Expenditure 

All cap ital expenditure items are written off in the financial year in wh ich they are incurred. 

2. GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

Balance as at 1 April 
Add: Excess of income over expenditure 

Less: Cost of new vehicle 

Balance as at 31 M arch 

3. ENDOWMENT FUND 

Balance as at 1 April 
Add: Donations toward Endowment Fund 

Interest received during the year 

Less: Transfer of interest received to Research Fellowships (Note 4) 

Balance as at 31 March 
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1984 1983 
$ $ 

135,809 121,727 
195,352 14,082 

331,161 135,809 
98,163 

232,998 135,809 

1984 1983 
$ $ 

1,060,000 980,000 
100,000 80,000 

75,177 134,243 

1,235,1 77 1 ' 194,243 

75,177 134,243 

1,160,000 1,060,000 



4 . RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS 

Ba lance as at 1 April 
Add: Transfer from Endowment Fund - Interest from fixed deposits (Note 

Interest from deposits 

Less: Expenditure during the year 

Ba lance as at 31 March 

5. FUNDS FOR SPECIFIC PROJECTS 

Ba lance as at 1 April 
Add: Excess of income over expenditure 

Less: Transfer to Funds for Special Projects (Note 6) 

Balance as at 31 March 

6. FUNDS FOR SPECIAL PROJECTS 

Balance as at 1 Apri l 
Add: Transfer from Funds for Specific Projects (Note 5) 

Interest from deposits 
Recoupment of cost of 2 photocopying machines 

Less: Expenditure during the year 

Ba la nce as at 31 March 
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1984 
$ 

563,850 
3) 75,177 

26,843 

665,870 
271,630 

394,240 

1984 
$ 

2.452, 168 
795,183 

3,247,35 1 
362,595 

2,884,756 

1984 
$ 

1,971 ,007 
362,595 
276,106 

2,609,708 
14,597 

2,595,111 

1983 
$ 

516,464 
134,243 

53.462 

704,169 
140,319 

563,850 

1983 
$ 

2,552,010 
382,854 

2,934,864 
482,696 

2.452,168 

1983 
$ 

1,197,559 
482,696 
271.452 

21,500 

1,973,207 
2,200 

1,971,007 



7. COUNTERPART FUNDS FOR NEW PROGRAMMES 

1984 1983 
$ $ 

Balance as at 1 April 3,482 507 
Government grant received 50,000 47,400 

53,482 47,907 
Less: Expenditure during the year 53,482 44,425 

Balance as at 31 March 3,482 
---

8. DEVELOPMENT FUND 

1984 1983 
$ $ 

Balance as at 1 April 1,078 
Government grant received 55,600 

1,078 55,600 
Less: Expenditure during the year 54,522 

Balance as at 31 March 1,078 1,078 
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INSTITUTE OF SOUTHEAST ASIAN STUDIES 

STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 1984 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND 

Expenditure on Manpower 
Rental 
Library Acquisitions 
Purchase of Furniture and Equipment 
Conferences, Workshops, Seminars, etc. 
Ma intenance of Equipment and Premises 
Telephones and Te legrams 
Research Expenses 
Ma intenance of Motor Vehicles 
Medical Benefits 
Reg ional Advisory Council 
Binding of Books 
Printing 
Library Stationery 
Advert ising 
Stationery 
Postage 
Insurance 
Entertainment Expenses 
Aud it Fee 
Other Supplies and Materials 
Travel ling Expenses 

Total 
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1984 
Expenditure 

$ 

1,602,791 
1,254,000 

149, 797 
47,898 
24,969 
21,996 
19,500 
18,638 
14,499 
11,806 
10,693 

8,000 
6,999 
5,800 
5,400 
5,190 
4,599 
3,421 
3,000 
2,700 
1,983 
1,97 1 

3, 225,650 

1983 
Expenditure 

$ 

1,373,068 
1 ' 174,992 

149, 797 
58,481 
14,125 
11,470 
16,343 
19,993 
13,748 

7,280 

7,999 
6,998 
5,800 
1,785 
4,991 
4,592 
3,496 
3,000 
1,653 

797 
1,334 

2,88 1,742 
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