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o 4h plenum party Central Committee
 National Assembly elections

e Cabinet changes
« Challenge of civil society
e Vietham’sregiona role




4™ Plenum — January 2007

o Streamlining of Central Committee
COMMISSIONS

e Divestment of commercial enterprises by
party, army, police and mass organisations

 National maritime strategy to 2020




National Assembly Elections
May 2007

i we VIET AN W Much ado about nothing?
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Highly contrived candidate
selection process

Record number of “self-
nominated” candidates

Bottom up pressures
evident

Chinese reaction to
Vietnamese political
liberalisation




Cabinet Changes

Two phases (June
2006 and July-August
2007)
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5 Deputy PMs wilNe
Ministerial portfolios d / 1
reduced from 26 to 22 - |
Ministries restructured




Challenge of Civil Society

Growing number of
political advocacy
groups

Bloc 8406

L abour agitation and
strikes

Cross-fertilisation and
networking
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Confronting the Sate

Father Nguyen Van Ly Lawyers Nguyen Van Da
and Le Thi Cong Nhan




Projecting Domestic Devel opments

Remarkable economic
growth/political stability

Growing cross currents

Rising prices, traffic
jams, pollution.
Corruption

Strain and stress




Vietham's Regional Role

Non-Permanent Member UN Security Council




North Korean Initiative
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Natl onal Maritime Strategy To 2020

W, randIEhur'lr Edu ;

Countries Claiming
Ownership

Philippines

@ Gas/ Qil fields




Anti-China Sudent Demonstrations

Political Theatre?




Climate Change — Sea Level Rise

| nundation Zone




Former U.S Defense Secretary

e ‘[regarding rise of PLA] Washington
must also maintain and expand U.S.
alllances Iin Asia, including with Japan,
South Korea and Australia, pursuing
deeper military partnerships with the
Philippines, Singapore, India and
possibly Vietham'.

— William Perry, April 2007.




Former US DepSec Defense

‘Perhaps the greatest opportunity over the next
15 years lies In Vietham, where political
reforms need to complement the economic
reforms already well underway if the nation is
to reach its potential and contribute more to the
overall effectiveness of ASEAN. ASEAN has
been central to the fostering of a regional
consciousness and is a driver of proliferating
pan-Asian groupings.’

— Richard Armitage and Joseph Nye, February 2007




