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About the Seminar

One of the most interesting trade policy developments in East Asia today is the spread
of FTAs, particularly those involving ASEAN. AFTA is the region's oldest agreement
and ASEAN has implemented FTAs with large Asian neighbors - China, India, Korea
and Japan - and others are under negotiation. These developments underline a
significant re-interest in ASEAN internal integration efforts, along with a move
towards the formation of an ASEAN Economic Community in 2015 and an eventual
region-wide FTA. Yet concerns have been expressed in some academic circles, that
AFTA and ASEAN FTAs in general are not particularly effective and use of such
agreements by business is extremely limited. This view is sometimes taken to mean
that ASEAN countries ought not to expend scarce negotiating resources on FTAs and
should instead focus on reducing MFN tariffs. Published data on use of ASEAN FTAs
from official sources and firm surveys of exporting behavior under ASEAN FTAs are
rare and make it hard to analyze this viewpoint. This talk analyses the issue of
whether ASEAN FTAs are actually used for enterprise exporting. As background, the
spread of ASEAN FTAs are mapped and economic effects of alternative FTA scenarios
involving ASEAN are examined (including the economic implications of the recent
ASEAN-China FTA). Then drawing on new data from surveys of East Asian firms and
other sources, use of ASEAN FTAs at firm-level and impediments to use are examined.
It is suggested that while use of ASEAN FTAs is more than expected, a comprehensive
set of policies is needed for East Asian firms to take full advantage of export
opportunities presented by ASEAN FTAs.

You are cordially invited to the Seminar.




