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Gender and ethnicity
in contemporary
village-based ceramics
production in Thailand



Intfroduction-The subject
and our findings

This paper summanzes whal we ses a5 8 basic framework for 1 Fiking
about the roles of men and women and issues of elhnicity in CoMamporan, |
indigenous earthenwars and sfoneware ceramic production in Thaitand Tha
bases for our stalements come from heldwork conducted since 1980 Ceflerning
in Thaitand and including the surrounding nations of Cambodia, Laos, Vielnam,
Malaysia, and Yunnan, China, (We have not conducted research in Burmg
because our associale. Charlotte Reith, has been doing comparabie werk thess, |
Qrer baldwork is ethnographic, conducted among potters living today (or o least &
the time we visided their villages), We have visited at laast 180 locations in these
counines, some of them several imes in repeat visits. We look at the “present”
rather than “history,” although owr work now documents a span of eighteen yaars,
and discussions with potiers have eliciled information about pEsE EvEnls, some
of them exending back several generations, thal also extends our Ristoncal

perspective.

Because of the iength of this paper, we begin by presenting ouf

conclusions:
O Encfings:

1) In general, women make earthenware and men make stoneware in Mainind

" RNV S gRng ST R e ey mn:nmnmw,wm.ﬂﬂ
@t presenied, A iied al e ovd of i paper. RGOS 4 sncouraged &9 [ these r oes:
coyie ane Sumlalile o0 reguest. WD BlSS NCLTe 3 ST Tee relerenices B DINGF SOUTTES

154wy ryusfue vinaAanaglanmdin

southeas! Aszia and in Thaifand.

lal Some vamation in this generalization axists, the causes for which
spsic in 1he sunaval of patterns of production accompanied by changes in whal
& produced, in olher words, in the local hstory of the production oMLy,
pouseholcs, and indwiduals,

10] Knowiedge of how 1o produce a “pot” is as much a physical as mental
accomplishment. This knowledge is expressed through bodily motions operating
mrowgh CeNain chains of behawor focused on producing ceramn usaful objects

el Rnowledge of a production process signiies control of the means
of prochuction. This mesns that this production would nolt lead to easy alienation
from the: pecgle wha produce the product, from beginning o end.

2} Ethnicily. nationality, religious altegiance, and other behaviors of people in
groups seem lo be poor predictors of indigenous ceramic production.

Zal While ethno-linguistic afhiiation enables broad-brush predictions of
production procasses, in general, production is best seen as a refection of the
kecal history of groups of peaple,

&b Comelations of ceramsc production chaing with ways by which othaer
lechnological processes, such as weaving, carving, bamboo basket production,
Blc., are carried out may ba fruithd,

Please keep these conclusions in mind during the course of the paper,

Stoneware and earthenware — the basics:

Southeast Asia, including Thailand, is one of the few places in the warld
Where complementary production and uses of both earthenware and sioneware
Ceramics may sl B Sean. Thas, we begin with dasnitions of these fwa basse kinds
™ pottery made imvillage Thailand and the distinctive raits which distinguish ona
hom the giner, These definitions are derived primarily from local perceptions and

135



uses, not from our extiimal views. Qur stalements ane generalized: BRCEDin,
can be found 1o almast every statement, however, the general framework Cutlngg
mere holds rue.

Earthenware pottery is charactenzed by a relatvely soft and porous Eliy
body. The body is often composed of clay mixed with a large percentage of sang
or other material - grog. bleb, elc. - as lemper.  The poltter's wheel is wsUally nes
employed in earthenware production. Typically, fring takes place in a btarving
rathar than a kin; however, instances of upright and cross-draft kins have bean
tound in earthenware production (presented paper 2000). The properies of Bt
sarthanware - porogity and resistance 1o ihesmal shock from a sudden changs in
temparature - exquisitely suit its use for cooling waler through evaporation snd in
cooking directly over a fine.

Stonewave poltery is characierized by a hard, dense, fused {or witrild),
non-pomus clay body. The potier's whes s always employed in produchon
Sloneware iring reguires a kiln capable of reaching a lemperature high enough
lo witrify the clay body; this is usually & cross-draft kiln, The properties of fed
stoneware - hardness, lack of porosity - sul its use as an impermeable siorage
contaner for liquids, for fermanting foods, and for the inert siorage of other ifems,
such as uncooked noe, sall, ciolh, elo

in ordinary, colloguial Thai, pottery objects tend o be identified by their
use: sloneware jars are hai. jars: stoneware monars are keok: earhemsare pols
are maw, used for cooking or cooling waler. The distinclion between earthanware
and sloneware is functional and retative, having 1o do with how these vessals can
be used ralher than with absolute distinctions bebween the materials, Indeed,
there is & continuum between e two types of ceramic,  “Stoneware” [ars fired 10
a low lemperalure, on purpose of unintentionally, can be used for cooling waler.
85 i they were “earhenware”,
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The characteristics of these two kinds of ceramics make ihem
compiementarily suited 1o handing a range of imponant human actvities, having to
oo primarily with foodstuff preparation, andling, and slorage. Earthemware vessals
ean be used for cooking foods over a fre and for coaling drinking water. Stoneware
vessals provide for relatively inert storage where controd of the atmosphere is
required; this means that foodstuffs and other dems, such as cloth, water, and
grains. may be kept in covered stonéware jars for a long time.  Because of this
ability to conbrol the interacton of the aimosphene with biodegradabile malerial,
sipneware procducts also provide essential containers for farmentation, mcluding
paers, ish products, elc. This characienstic of relatively inart SOragE S GEpacaly
imporiant bacause of the emphases in Southeast Asian cultures on fermentation
as a part of food processing (Adams 1977},

Earthenware and stoneware production processes:

As we stated i the tithe of a recent paper (2005), eanhemsvans produchon
15 “not primitive, (and) cemainky nol simpla”. Nor ks stonewane production. Thase
production technologies are complax, well-devetoped processes. They replicate
estabished reperioires of desired vessal shapes 10 produce pieces extraordinariy
well-suiled and environmentally sensitive to the purposes for which they are
designed. Innovation s not part of the desired oulcome of these production
Processes; earthenware and stoneware ceramics are the results of millennia of
kcused human ingenuity and development.

Wilhin ihese lwo broad categories of ceramics, we subdivide our
ndings by technology or methods of production. We have found it useful and
mporant to record “ineages” of producton, “Lineages” transmit packages of
iechnological processes which are subject 1o Cchangs and évolulion ower time
French scholars have called thess packages of processes “operational chains,”

Yy -
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chaines opéraloires, Operational chains, as par of human axistence in SOCiE s
change over lime, becoming “lineages”,

Operational chains—that is, the means by which an item is procuce_
:mwmmmmmnmnmmnfmmmubﬁ
supposing that all pollers in a given area use the same operational chain, Becayge
ﬂmmhmmmwmmlnmam%
" mainkand Southeast Asia, we know that it is necessary 10 look at what peoply
actuaily do to produce pots. These actions must be recorded in detail in order i
understand the “ineage” 1o which a given group of potters belongs.

Our research has shown that the strongest differentiating mechanism
between groups of potters is nedher the inal form of the pot or its decoration (or
the lack of it), nor the paste or the temper employed in making a vessal The
patters we have talked with are able to make pots with difiering shapes and wit
wariations in decoration as requested. Whenever we asked Thai potlers aboau
a particular form or decoration which seemed “typical® of their production, they
answered fexibly: “if youwant i, we'll do iL.” Potlers who have migrated from place
o place can also adapt the mixture of clay and temper to make the clay do whal
is required.,

Tha aspect of potters” behavior thal seems most consistent over lime and
space is the way they produce pots. By this we mean the oparabional chaen—the
sequence of bodily mations by which a potter creates a form, from prepanng the
clay to compiating the fnal shape. These motions are keamed and preserved 45
mamarias engraved in movement and they seem io be relatively mone consenaing
than the final form or decoration, or the clay or temper. These bodily motions ane
kearned by the potter as she or he begins his or her caraer: the potter may use
them 10 replicate established shapes or 1o solve emerging problems of how 10
miake vessal forms in niew conlexts.

158  snpefifiurmusiuen snedmnnglinmdell
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Tools:

Animponant poe dermeed from our observalions is that the aclual physical
jmplements Dotlers use lend 1o be less impanant than the “ools” thal are available
jo tham through the mobions of their hands, arms, torso, pelvis, legs, and other
wﬁul the body-even loes-manipulaled by their brains. These pars ol Ihe body
gnd 1he brain comprse a st of 1ools which the potter utilizes 1o sodve problems,
These problems range from varialions in clay sources, consistency, and moisture
o the quantity of foresgn mattar in the clay which has io be removed, The bean
jpdges how many minules to leave a pol 1o dry batween sleps, whether il should
pe im the shade or the sun, whether another spin must be made argund a pod io
ruﬂmitsshal:la,mmrd1nbaalrrre|:rntunthapadcﬂaandanv-r » 8Nl howw mamy
days the pol needts to dry before firing, In talking with polters as Iy waork,, we
oftan found il dificult to ehcit specilc reasans for why they were doing what they
were doing: they would Say. "o make il beautiful®, or "lo make it hard™. Specific
verbalized comments seam not 1o be a patler's normal processing of thinking her
of his way through the production process,

Implements such & paddies, anvils, shagping tools, pisces of clodh,
wheels, and kins may be camed from one season of work 1o anather or may be
crepled anew, somelimes several mes in a working season, The polier kndws
how to create these modest “lools”. We see the knowledge contamed in the
Pafter's—her or his—body as the most important tool al their cammand.

From these observalions, this research shows thal the most useful
Comparnisons between poliers come from Closely following the ways by which
Poflers make pots, & research lechnique regquiring comprishensive photography
—

! “Paciie and armal”™ s 8 single term chameiensng RIS DOMTeTy Drvkaion i g
Mariomar. Many (pothing processed 0o ROf LSe paNSES O armils, ASdionaly, tose whaoh g b

%m & wehiacrs e kmplermands AN et thoee cpn it CPRESDCay, (s NG
S & ponaval levm descntvg this as 2 hamopenanus fechvuals For mons o B sow 1897
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and videataping (2000c).

Cur research protocol:

We should note that we have not developed our reseanch 18chnigye,
in isolation, This is part of the growing Beid ﬂh'ﬂhmmhgrnﬂhehmf
European anthropologists, especially in France and Belgium, have developaa an,
astute theoretical feundation for following production processes, grouped as pas
of the study of technology and cutiure (e.g.. Lemonier 1086, Gosselain 1958) we
have found their work refreshing and useful, However, our main emphasis hgs
been to focus on actual production techniques, who s doing what, how do they
do it, and what, if anything, they want to say aboul thiey arg doang, rather fan
angaging in theoretical discussion.

We lsamed this approach—focusing mensively on bodily motion and
recording these movemenis—irom experience as we began our research n
Morheast Thailand. A frst, we thought we saw that womean in all vilkages made
earthenware pots the same way, we assumed they weana ail doing the same thing.
However, a5 we began 1o walch and record mone ciosaly, we discovensd that
women in différent communities, somatimes not far apart, began the process of
making their pot in crucially differant ways (2000c).

W came o realize thal the first slep in shaping an eanhemware pot (5 he
most important; it ked to our distinguishing among defferent lineages of operational
chains of production for earthenware. We tarm this indial step the making of the
“praform™. Women of many different communities use pacoles and anvils (07
somatimes paddies alone, using the hand, paim, or k0 as an amal) in cdlers
wilys [0 transform the preform into the final pol. From supericial surface analys=
it & impossible to tell from the inal product what the preform might have Deen

(presented paper 2000).

As we began 1o notice the differences in the preforms made by women
in different communities in Northeas Thalland, and as we talked with tham, we
mated that ihe women potters presentad themselves from several differant ethnic
packgrounds. Observing further, we leamad that some of these women fram
differing ethnic backgrounds shared similar Bneages of production. In other
in$BNCES, women of similar ethnicity ysed diffaring production technalogies.

The: nexd sbep in our reseanch was & realize that Morheast Thaidand Widks
nol & “closed” area and that we had ig look across the usyal “boundaries™ in ail
girechions o discover operational chain INterconnectons. Looking inlo Iraditions
of pattery prothuction in adjacent and further areas, we found that modemn polibcal
or ehnic boundanes do not detne boundanies oflechnological aperational chains.
This seams obvicus, yet much cumen discussion of ceramics in Southeast Asia
akes place within the frameworks of modern national and ethne boundanies
(Teswstd 1895). Our research concludes that ethnicily is a Poor substitute for

generalizing about the production processes af conlemporary, indigenous ceramics
(2000t).
Thase stalamants have intreduced Our approach and its rationales. The

rest of the: paper provides (llustrations redating 1o gender and ethnicity based on
wur indings.

Summary of research:

The sources for the stalements we make in thig Paps come fram an
®lensive and intensive survey of indigenous poltery production in mainiand
:‘:::m : excluding Burmal that has taken place since 1989, This paper

mary of our Wdings regarding ethnicity and gender in indigenaus
Production as we have observed it. The paper is a result of visiting and studying

Wy Incligancus. potisry production site we have heard of where people maka

y =
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sarthanware of stonewara ceramics today, or where pollery had Deen mades i,
the recent past whene we could still 1alk with people wno had made pattery,
hawve visited almost every site wa have heard of; thus we have a 100% samgiy ol
indigenous potlery production sites in mainiand Soulheast Asia [echuding Burmgj
{2000¢)

Table I: Indigenous pottery production sites in Mainiand Soulheast Asin (ag o
1 June 2007)

Cambaodia 8 1 i
Laa 17 11 20
Wealarysia 1 1
Wietnam Fal 1] 26 (5 bath)
Yunnan 1 | ¥
Thatland:
Central 2 1 a
Martn 3 15
iMortheas] &5 20 a1
South a4 4
Thailard lotals 84 | 113
E I T T
Motes:  Sowce: Dala foem hsls of visted sios, TR8G-present,

1} Wa have excluded Burma becauss 1 & hanoted by our essociate, M. Chardome Relh

21 Work in Malaysia has been restacied o Malay procucion

A O inmnfony of sihes 4 Yonnan Bas mol pel faen piece; Inesg hao Sles Witk sl i whal
CONTLIC MG O NERRFNTT

d) Cokamns and rows GO ol ol Becauss S0me Sias @05 engagwd m aifaer Scinals, -
Shoen DROCUCHoN, Suiphur redor] produchon, 8ic

1 i
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These figures show that indigenous pottery is actvely produced in mare
jocAtions in Thailand than inany cihier af these Souliseast Asian nations. Moreaver,
mos! production e Thasand occurs i the Northeast

The following map, produced in 1998, ghwes a sense of the GEDGranie
imnt of our research and the density of locations where we hawe found continuing
garihenware producton. Since 1998 we have done further woek in nofheast
Cambocka, soulherm Laos, and, in Vietnam, in the northwest, ihe central highlands
and the ceniral coast from Ho Chi Minh City to Hue. Please note that this map
does not include stoneware; if it did, many more locations woukd be noted, with

differng lechnolsgical pac kages,

-

Map i Earihenwane production sites by pvoduetion fyne raEEAE e throagh P9I

Souieee Dabte cofloctos frarm 10000, 1009

yr
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Thadand — Ovenview of locabions and distnbution;

in Thailand and Lads, women make earthanwang:. slonewan g Miage
by Tai-speaking men in Lacs, Thailand, and forbwest Vietnam, UE'““']L
the communities making these teo kinds of caramics do nol dverdap, Sama
communities inwhich men make SHonenwang S0m near Communilios hwhu:hw
make earthenware. Communities of women makang earhemvane Seem mea
numerous and maore closely spaced, thus nesulting in shorer transpor distanegs
for finished products. In aneas withoul complex mechanized transporation rues
the distance a woman can walk and ratum in a day delermines the distribution
of her pols,  See, for example, the complex of earthemwane production vilages
around Khon Kaen thal includes Ban Don Boom (see Ms Sureeratana Bubgpha's
paper for this symposiem], thal was determened by walking and by boat travel
glong the Chi and Phong mvers,

Communities of men making sloneware tend o be localed near langes
population centers with access 1o easy rivesing of coastal boat distribution. A
single community can supply @ large number of villages and market lowns, Snce
sloneware products tend (o 1ast longar than eanhenwarng, the comparatve lack of
breakage of stoneware products (and even when they are broken. their confinuing
usa) leads 1o larger catchman! areas for stoneware marketing. A good exampie
of this is tha chain of stonewars producing wilages that radiated from Baan Tha
Hal in Ubon up the Chi and Phang riviers and down the Mun and Mekong rvens.
All excepl Baan Tha Hai ara now dahsncl

These dascriplions pedain ko the recent pasl, residing in the memones
of people with whom we spoke. The spacing and distribution of bolh stonawant
and eartheryvane communitias have been allerad by the shift ko mechanized road
fransportabon and by competibon (as with melal pals and glass botles! and
replacement (as by piped water and refrigeralors).
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gender-Who makes what?

The indigenous Soulheast Asian and Thai production ol earhemnswans
gnd StOnEwane rangly occurs as a eghly prodessionalized occupalion. kMen and
women who make pols tend also to be farmers and praciitioners of olher skilis, The
sum total of these ccocupations comprises a ving for these pecple. Today, for a
man, making slonewarne may albermate with doing constres: ion woek in Bangkok or
Taewan; for 8 woman, making aarhemvane may aflemale with culting SUGAICENE OF
working in @ Banghkok faclony. Making pots does not dene these people’s lives

This Is in dhsbincl contrast with the typical siduation in the cullures that
pracket mainland Southeast Asia—India and China—as well as with artisanal
production in Europe, Norh America, and Australia/New Zealand, In India until
recently, the casle system was strongly associated with oCcupalion and social
rank; it has been diffcull for people debned by casie as potters 1o move oulside
thal occupation (Cor and Mishra, in press), In China, pottery making has fong
been conCentrated in major production cenlers where potiers, mainly men, are
professionals. In both India and China men ane assigned slatus as heads of
housahoids and therefore as determiners of occupation, whereas in Southeast
Asia it has long been noted that household headship and economic occupation
% balanced mone nearly equally between the genders.

Gendar and Earthanware

We have observed a range of varation aiong @ continuum of woman
Making eanthenware; this organization of production is independent of the process
of production - the operational chain e ~ which the potter uses. Al one
mwuisﬂwuﬂaggnﬂhﬂ&wmnmmﬁm earthenwang during the dry season,
UStally as extra income or in exchange for necessary Qoods, such as salt, cloth,
9ic. They conduct the entire process themsetves. from digging clay to making
& Dots the way they are used to, ring the pots, and marketing them,

165



Al the olher extreme we have seen mamy communitees of Thal-Khoray Dttlarg
in Momheast Thaitand that migrated outwards from the Khorat rea aneg 6ty
adjacent o established Thai-Laovillages or langer muang; because I.'he'fﬂu,nl.lmm
farm land, they use potlery making as the househald's principal source of NCome
throughout the year. In thesa Thal-Khorst communities, women prepare ""Etlar
and make the pods, while men ae actively iInvoheed i dgging clay and an‘I'-ﬂl'h‘q
temper, fring, and marketing {1999

Regardless of localion on the coninuum, the operabional chain thay
regulates production delenmines that the making of earthenware vessols tends i,
be spaced over the course of a day. The potier beging by making prefamms for 2
of the vesseds she intends o make that day; she then places them fo dey for thi nesg
slep. Ower the day, in a series of steps, she manipulaies the clay o produce the
final foem, aflowing teme after each step for further drying (o occwr, By evening, she
has compieted all the pots. In all of our observations of earihemvarne production,
we have seen thal this process lakes place under of near he potler's house rather
than in & detsched workshop, 'We have watchad women allarmating sleps in ths
pothery-making process with othar domeshic activities, such as mnursing and takong
care of small childran, preganng meals, doing laundry, aic. Even the Thai-Khoral
woman wihd arg tha principal producers. of howsehold ncomsa hrowegh e pod
making [thus controlling the meaans of produclion) foliow this pattenn, The close
articulation of pot making with other domestic acthvities may help to shed kght on
women's association with the production of eathemnware rather than stonesans,

This close association of women with earhemsware holds even when 119
polter uses a wheel 1o faciliate production, One of the two operational chains A
which the wheel is used in earthenware production by women occurs in Thailand-3
Saling Maw, Songkhla, and other locations in the south, and around Ayulthayd
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mﬂﬂm”m"" Dbservers of potting traditions tend to assume thal wheel-thrown
patery. especially when made for commercial purposes, is dominated by men,
W,iﬂhasalucatmsmnusmhaﬂneeimmahe their preforms, In Sathing
Maw, MOTEQVET, women control the faciories in which the poitery s produced by
gifer WOMmEn. in other words, women owners employ women faciony workerns 1o
Wpﬂs using a technology handed down through women's knowdedge,

We have also cbserved a shift bo wheel-thvown sanhemvare peefonm
production in Mosheast Thailand, by women who use 8 becyche wheel welghied
with cement. This iz a change in an operational chain; where formerdy the potier
walkad in a8 circle around the preform resting on an overiumed rce peste, shie
now Stands shill while shaping the preform as it revolves on ihe spinning wiesl,
Even after this change. however, the polter continues 10 complete the pot using
paddie and anvil 1o shape the body and close The base,

In & few places men produce earhenwane, bul ondy by USing The wiheel,
We believe this 5 a denvation of wheeled sioneware production among some Tai
potiers, as besl seen 3l Tambon Chiang Khrua, Sakon Nakon™,

Gender and Stongwan:

In the Tai conles], sloneware produchon employs 8 potter's whesd and
usualhy invalves byo peophe working a5 a team. One parson forms the pols, while
fhe ot furns the wheal. Especially when lange vessels are the principal products,
Hongware production requires comparalively mose space than earthenware
production—Por storage of large vessels as they accumulate and dry before fring,
for ther construction of the kiln, and for storage and preparation of clay, often of two

! The piner case i3 found in coastal Vetnam,

* i Wy Wore], ek ret, Morirtu,  presend boff ssrihenwan and sionowore o peoduced
Wn#mnmdmymm“mwmmm. Eprihrmsive
ﬂu-trnrumnemrmmwmm. N SIONewane Prociusion Derhans ninocUceo! mond

fecenry
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kinds, and of frewood. In communities where many households ara engaged i
slonevware procuction, with men Both forming the vessels and acting as PrEpanEry o
clay and cods and spenang the whaes, the kilns and warkshops tend o be a1 Sima
distance from the Bving anga, lorming a “male space” exiemal 1o the village Lesg
area. However, when women work alongside men as the preparers of clay Coily
and wheel spenners, producton nomally akes place in or neas s huu:-.ew
most probably for the same domestic reasons nobted above for eanhensars

The numerous kilns and workshops of Baan Phon Bok, Phon Prisa,
Nong Khai, were usually located along the Huey Luang a modest distancs from
the village living area, as were those of Baan Tha Hai, Libon, on the Chi Rivie. The
production sites for Baan Kiang, Tha Uthen, Nakon Phanom, are under of near (he
houses; here women ang involved as the spinners of the whissls and preparers of
clay while men form the pols. Also, the polters of Baan Klang tend 1o specisize
in monars, krok, smailér pieces than the sometimes knger jars, hai nam and ha
plaadaek, of Baan Phon Bok: the smaller preces of Baan Klang can be asiy
carried o the kilns, which are located adjacent ko the living area.

Ethnicity and ceramics:
What kind of person does what?

The ralation between ethnicity and lachnologies of pottery producton is
ambiguous. Althe local level, companng communities of earthermwans producers
and their responses (o guestions of ethnic identity, i seems besi not to charactenie
& specihc indigenous production process by associalion with an ethno-inguisic
group. However, a broad-brush view of Mainland Southeast Asian progechion
processes does kead us 1o generalize aboul "Khmer”, "Ausironesian™, or “Kinn/\Veal
processes. This is in contrast with stoneware, which, while undoubledty correlaied
with Tal-speaking populations, probably resulls from a common ecological
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Thetﬁﬂﬂh'ﬂfmhlkmﬂw}nmandﬂﬂmtrmlaﬂm&dbyhpaﬂmm
of anthropalogy s concem with the concept of “culture.” Many of anthropology’s
mast basic stalemants, not 1o mention popular and palitical concepls, hokd that
jhere is 8 Congruénce between a people’s ethnicity and their behaviar and warkd
yiews; thus, ethnicity is thought 1o be useful as a general mechanism o predn
peopia’s Dehaaor. Moreover, this congruence is supposed to be “natural”™, if not
pormal”; thus, Amancans are tall, white, and speak English, and 50 on for other
“national types”

Over the past few decades. however, anthropologists have axiensvely
etigued 1his idea. A culture 1z nol a single bundie of behaviors, If consists of
mary strands of behaviors coming from many sources and the people Inving ina
culiung may have many oplions—possibly contradictory—for solving problams of
Wving, Individual persons—as aclors—manipulate and act upon e vanous paris
of their culture in different ways in order fo make a kving. Our behaviors, as we
express them, get passed 10 our descendents in multiudinous ways. |t seems
evident that the concepd that cultures ane undlary is derived from the Europesn
political concept of the nation-stale in which members of a nation are though o
be one culture,

The more récent stance, of culture as a bundie of available behaviors—
bricolage is Levi-Strauss's lerm—articulates well with many of our tndings
Conceming the relabonship batween vamus types of ceramse production and obhr
85pects of cullural systems. We have already noled hal people make podiery fos
“eriain purposes. They make potiery using learned lechnigques which they madity
' meet local situations. The transmission of this knowledge comes about in the
Ihlanse and local context of the household and community in which people grew
UB ar which they join. The behavior used in a community Io make 8 pot may b
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ndepandent of language. polibhcal system. social organization, relgion, ngp
elt., ole., practiced in the community. ey,

Because of the evidence thal comas from talking with people whe Mg
pots aboul their self-staled athricites [0 am Thai®, *l am lzan”, “1 am Lanng Thy-
“Lam Lao™, elc.), we have found that specibe operational chains for MERING Dot
seem nol b have much o do wilh elhmecity at the local level, Because of his Iaey,
of congruence between technologies of pollery production and olhes aspars;
al culture, we have been forced 1o conclude thal the diffusion of |w‘"“ﬂgw
knowilgdge, at least about indsgenous potfery production, is, in lange Measure,
independent of the ditfusion of other aspects of cultural knowledge [Tenye
1995)

Howewver, at a more macro-scale, as we have treced the distributions
and possible transmission histores of production processes across the map
of Maindand Southeast Assa, we have found oursetves lalling info the “rap” of
callmg one technigue “Khmer”, anciher “Austornesian,” and a third “KinhViet *
Realizing whal we oursehves are doing has brought us 1o the conclusion that, whie
easy assumplions of the congruence of operational sysiems with elhno-lingusic
idenilifcation a1 the local level are hazardous and, usually, countar-productive, at
the level of groupeng operational chains fogether, such hypolheses genarate food
for thought,

The frst sbep in our strategy is to ask questions conceming the local
hestory of & community or group of commanities. With whom have these peopie.
especially the poople who make pots, had contact? From whom hawe the palers
leamed? Az the potters women who tend not 1o migrate, because they own and
indeent their homes. and land from their mathiers, while the men move anoend-thus
leading o 8 supposition thal earthemwvane production might be maone stable thar
sloneware? Or are they women who narrate personal, famdy, and community
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oS of migration? These are questions that can lead o prodtable research
and insight into human behavor. Moreover, they are questons thal can only be
;ﬁﬂ"-”d by paving close and carelul altenbon 1o parficular people’s behavior,
pdﬂw;muﬂh them, andd 10 close comparisons of the aperalional chains foe
garihenware of stoneware” of different communities 1o see how they might have
jmpacted on gach obier,
(il FTIONE: derivative question, as we reflect on cur indings, 15 10 &K aboul the
passipilives of migiation, ecolpgical succession, etc., which have langenial
ralationships 1o ethno-linguistic aflliation. Some examples are appropnate.

Ethnicity and sarthenwarne

O of our most surprising kndengs has been the ack of congruence
petwean the processes of earthenware pottery production and the usual slatements
of ethnicity and As boundanes. n SomMe mstances, women on opposile sides ol
national boundaries and from cdlienng ethnic groups use simélar operational chains.
For example, we have documenled the same operalonal chain of eafhenwars
produciion used by woman who call themsehes Cham, Mourtasn Cham: (Chaanu),
Mountain Khmer (Mnong, Ede Bih, Ma, and Ba Mal, and Kinh (Viet) in Vieinam;
Khener and Mountasn Khmer (Phnong, Tamphuan), and Lag in Cambodia; Lao
and Mountain Khmear (Oy, Sapouan, and Souel) in Laos: and Matay in Malaysia.
We view the current dispersal of this operational chain as the product of the
complicated history of the coastal regions and highlands of Central Vietnam and
he adysning regeons of Cambodia and Laos, espacially the Bolovens Plateaw.
Howaver, because of ship-bome connections to Malaysia, Kinh populations in
Nghe An Province, and the Ceniral Coast Cham, we see that this process may

—

" T ptranrainanty inteveshing work of Alsarder Beniiey snd Sss0cisies pocumenting Fa
FoRiihle vl of women wsing sofopes of sionliom, carton. and dunepint i BuaTan odh el
3 Kl Prigngen Dy his moch polanbal e shadkding sgi on prefrsiane molilily sand mantal resadencs
PaTirns [Baniy of o 2007, Bontmy of & 2005)

N
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have onginated wih or been derved from Ausironesian speakers. At leagt Wiy
makes an inferesting hypothesis for testing,

In other instances. women with similar ethnic identidcations use u.ﬁw
operational chains for making potary, 'We have shown already how Thai Wornan
pollers in Ayulthaya make pots in 8 way thal they share wiih Thai-Buddhig ang
Thai-Malay-Muslim women potiers in Songikhla and Pattani 'I'rmm:hnim._.ﬂ,nm
dramatically from those of Thal women polters in Morh Thailand, AS WE hayy
#lready noted, Malay-Musiim womean in Kelantan province just south ef Ihi Thai.
Malay borcer produce pots in ways more similar 1o the Cham many thousangs o
kilomelers distant across the sea than 1o their sisters just north in Paltani

Our article on Thai-Koral potlers in Northeast Thadand (1999) ilusiraes
ther way by wiech a particular production process, coondingled wilth a SPecih sa)
of gender roles. enabled populations from Mong Sung, Nakhon Ratchasima, tg
migrate and selty across Isan. We hive also documented our hypothesis that tis
“Thai-Koral” technique is most probably related 1o the “Khmer” technology found
in Cambodia and among Khmer speakers in southem Vietnam, In addition. we
have recorded how, in one village in Noriheast Thailand, Thai-Lao women leamed
e to make pots from the Thai-Khorat potters who moved inlo their village and,
for & lime, formed a distnclive nesghborhood. As the Thai-Khorat famises moved
0n-—10 jobs as lax drvers and other occupations in Bangkok and overseas nto
the mnlemational Babor markel—ihe Thai-Lao wormen who were their AEHGINEOrS
hawve taken over the Thai-Khorat production and are now its only producers

Ethnicily and sfonewars

Inthe case of sloneware, there appears io be a direct relationship between
s production and a people’s ecological niche, of which ethnicity may be one.
incidental, aspect.

Cwer @ decade ago, Richard O'Connor (1895) proposad that phsenvers
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of Southeast Asia, rather than seeing contemporary Southeast Asia as the resull
o ganas of megrations and settiements of people of particular ethnucilies, ought
i deine this succession ecologicaly, as the resull of a series of settiements
by pﬂ:ﬂa wilh certain ecological patterms—patterns of foe growang and ofhar
agncultural production coupled with paricular social and polical organizatens.

Thus, ong ecological type could be descnbed as the people who prachice
geoded nce agnouiture depending on the rise and fal of streams and ponds,
who Qrow Secondary crops n housenhold gardens, and who ane organized n a
redativety pose confederation of househoids and villages. Ancther ecological
type compeises those people who practice imgated fooded rice agriculture, utilize
forest resources extensively, and are organized in cenlralized householids and
willages under cendral administration, This second ecological type also practices
shonewars producton, while 1he irsl does nol produce sionewarne foday.

Whal else might cormelaie ecologically with Stoneware producton? The
sacond ecological type extensively praclices the production of fermented food
al the household level, while the frst seems o practice it more sporadically and
ushs boss of il i people’s daily ves. Sloneware greally expediles the prodecton
of fermented food. It is reasonable o suppose thal commnily-based stonewane
production, appropriate to continuing household production af fermended food
products, could be 8 central part of their ecological adaplation

To give away Ihe conclusion of O'Connor's and our story, Khmear
Populations practice the fooded beld noe system, while Tai lend to practice imgatad
nce production; Khmer peoples do not now make stoneware and their use of
fermantad foods is much less than the Tai, Knmer preduction of lermented foods
Khmer usually takes place in wooden conainers o Vielnamese-produced jugs.
Most Tai housaholds own a et of jars in which they ferment ksh, bambos, and
Bther materials and store them for future use, Many of these jars have a distinctive
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doubile im that contains water in (he concavity batween the two concentric rim,
to form & moat 1o keep insects oul and to permil the release of gasses from unca,
lhe cap. This type of jar, including some made of glass used (o sell pickied ity
in stores and food slalls, s found in many places in southem Ching and s
exdensively by many differen! peoples there. We propose that this connecian
between fermented foods, a parbcidar bype of nce production, and communily
stoneware manudacture is central io Tad ecological adaptations (presented papers
2004, 2001).

If this hypothesis conceming the relation between the production of
slonewiare and other aspects of Tal ecological adaplation s cormect. this alsn
removes stoneware production from the assignment of pottery production by
athnicity. This hypolhesis makes the poind that ceramics fullll usels purposes:
theery are mot “symbols™ of 8 peophe’s idantity, but things used in practcal contess.
As contexds change, it should be expected that ceramecs change. Today i is
disappoiniing 19 see the disappearance of indigenous ceramic production. which
does 50 much 10 enable people o e uselul, productive lives and Bchieve 3
ceramn measue of satisfaction in the producton of uselul objects, Conservaton
of local ecologies may be one way 1o continue (o perpetuate the vital knowledge
conlaingd in thase people’s bodses and minds.

Conclusion-What have we shown?

This paper is itselfl a summary; it has enabled us to pull logether many
peeces of information that have come 1o light over the past two decades. As such,
115 work in progress. The conclusions representad hare are, therafone, prebminary
and meant for descussion and consideration. They may be further summanzod 85
Toligrs:

1} in general, women make earthenware and men make stongware in Mainiand

Southeas! Asia and in Thailand,

la) Somme variation in this generalization exisls, the causes Tor which
reside in the survival of patlerms of production accompanied by changes in whal
i produced, in other words, in the local history of the production community, of
households, and of individuals,

18] Knowdedge of how to produce a “Pol” s as much a physical as mental
accompilishment. This knowledge is expressed Ihvough bodily motions Dparaling
throwgh certain chains of behavior focused on producing certain useful oheects

) Knowledge of a produclion process signidies control of the megans
of production. This means thal this production would not lead to Easy alenabon
trom the people who produce the prodiuct, from: bigimning o end,

2] Ethnicity, nationality, religious allegiance, and other behaviors of peogle in
groups seem o be poor prediclors of indigenous ceramic production.

2a} While ethno-Enguistic afiliation enables broad-brush predictions of
procuction processes, in general production §s best seen as a reflecton of the
incal history of groups of people,

20) Cormefations of ceramic production chains with ways by which ather
lechnological processes, such as Weaving. caning. bamboo basket production,
8lc.. are carried oul may be fruiul,

In Thaitand, more so than some oiher areas of mainkand Southeast Asia,
hdigenous ceramic production is disappearing. Other actvites pay better wages.
Mary people, especially younger women, have been taught that gatting “dirty” by
working with clay is not desirable. Thus. even when alder people procksce pals,
¥oung men and women don'l ey attention,

This paper reinforces the point that inchgenous. canamic production will
“*Ftunﬁmﬂhmmmnminmmmmmhwam The uses can
“hange, but the continuing cultivation of craft and artistic behavior on the part

yy =
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of these potters must continug in contexts in which their Producls Bro useq ang
traasured for whal they can do
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